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PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND DEFENSE 


O NE of the perplexing questions of 
the current scene is just how much 
the mobilization of the military forces 
of the nation is affecting our public 
schools. This is, indeed, a problem of 
vital concern to the welfare of the coun¬ 
try and of the children of the country. 

Dr. Willard E. Givens, Executive 
Secretary of the - National Education 
Association, calls for greater participa¬ 
tion by our citizens on school matters. 
He states: “We must have more and 
better prepared teachers; we must have 
buildings adequate to house our pupils, 
and we must continue the adjustment 
of our educational program to the needs 
of young people who are growing up in 
an anxious age. To do these things we 
must have the understanding and sup¬ 
port of the American people.” 

Dr. Ray C. Maul, research associate 
of the N.E.A.’s Commission on Teacher 
Education and Professional Standards, 
said that the “good school” of yesterday 
is not good enough today. I he children 
of today, he reasons, must be prepared 
to meet greater and more involved prob¬ 
lems when they become adults. 

Some of the problems which school 
boards, school administrators and 
teachers face today involve such diffi¬ 
culties as abnormally large classes, dual 
and even triple sessions of the school 
day, staffs that are inadequately 
trained and lacking in experience, low 
salaries, and, by no means least, un¬ 
reasonable attacks by those who are far 
from friendly, if not actively hostile, to 
the public schools. 

The New York Times has been mak¬ 
ing a nation-wide survey of the public 
schools and, in its issue of January 20, 
1952, Dr. Benjamin Fine, its educa¬ 
tional editor, reports factors both un¬ 
favorable and favorable. He reports 
that the war in Korea has left its im¬ 
pact on our schools. Defense programs, 
naturally and properly, receive priority 
listing for materials and equipment. 
However, lie states that “frequently ed¬ 
ucation is placed fairly low down on the 
priority scale; some communities still 
do not recognize the importance of the 


free public schools in helping to win the 
ideological war.” 

Following World War II, the public 
became aroused and realized that some¬ 
thing must be done to overcome the 
ground lost during the war years. Con¬ 
siderable effort was made to strengthen 
the public schools. The war closed in 
1946 and four years later a noticeable 
change for the better had taken place. 
But, during the past year and a half, 
the schools have found the going not so 
smooth and they have had to fight to 
retain what they had won, as well as to 
try to obtain necessary improvements. 

The survey made by The New York 
Times revealed that more than 800,000 
children of elementary school age were 
added to the public school rolls in the 
past school year, and that for the next . 
six years it is estimated that the in¬ 
crease will be at the rate of 1,000,000 
per year. There is also a teacher short¬ 
age throughout the country for elemen¬ 
tary teachers, except in New York City 
where the need has been supplied, al¬ 
though this does not apply to high 
school teachers. 

School authorities are hopeful that 
they will be allocated enough steel to 
keep up with the demand for new school 
buildings, in addition to catching up 
on the backlog on school building pro¬ 
grams. Increased costs are, of course, 
a serious problem for school boards. 

One of the most encouraging factors 
is the increased interest in schools 
taken by citizen groups. Taken by 
and large, over the country more than 
5,000 such groups have been fonned. 
The National Citizens Commission for 
the Public Schools, 2 West 45th Street, 
New York 18, N. Y., is doing a splendid 
work in encouraging and strengthening 
the formation and development of citi¬ 
zen groups to give intelligent aid to 
the public schools. It already has more 
than 1,600 such groups with which it 
works in close cooperation. 

One of the unpleasant facts to record 
is a concerted attack now being made 
against the public schools in some sec¬ 
tions of the country. The tragic fact 


is that this concerted attack appears to 
be well financed. To be sure the public 
schools are not perfect—no informed 
and intelligent person ever claimed that 
they were. But there is a vast differ¬ 
ence between destructive and construc¬ 
tive criticism. It is a well-known fact 
that one foreign ecclesiastical totali¬ 
tarian government and church has for 
100 years or more been seeking to 
weaken and ultimately destroy our pub¬ 
lic schools, thereby the more easily to 
impose its culture pattern on this coun¬ 
try. These concerted attacks were ex¬ 
posed in a brilliant article in McCall s 
Magazine for September, 1951. 

The fact that these citizen groups over 
the country are showing an increased 
interest in our public schools and en¬ 
deavoring to obtain an increasingly in¬ 
telligent and informed grasp of the 
problems involved in school manage¬ 
ment is very encouraging. S. W. 


TWO WHITE HOUSE FIREPLACES 
HAVE MASONIC MARKED STONES 

One day early in February, President 
Truman decided to take the White 
House correspondents on a personally 
conducted tour of the rebuilt Executive 
Mansion. 

The President showed an unexpected 
and almost uncanny familiarity with 
the history of the Presidential Mansion, 
now 161 years old, as well as the char¬ 
acteristics of those whose official home 
it was. 

When going into the old ground floor 
kitchen, the President pointed out two 
giant-size stone fireplaces. These had 
been restored with stones taken from 
the original foundation. On these 
stones are markings that to the average 
layman resemble markings on frag¬ 
ments of meteors or, as some suggest, 
brand marks on cattle or horses be¬ 
longing to old-time western ranches. 

But the President did not hesitate. 
He pointed out that these markings 
were Masonic symbols cut into the 
stones back in 1791 by the very work¬ 
men who put them in place, all of 
which goes to show how far back the 
Protestant and Masonic tradition of 
freedom goes in this country. 













MASONRY’S ROLE IN EDUCATION 


“V^ES, we Masons believe in educa- 

X tion. The education in which we ’ 
believe is Public School Education. We 
believe in an education unhampered by 
State, an education unbiased by Church. 
We believe in an education based on 
the principles of Liberty, Truth, Justice, 
and Equality.” Those words are from 
the Harriet Temple Herald of Minne¬ 
apolis, Minn., of November, 1951, in 
an article entitled “Masonry and Edu¬ 
cation,” by G. Raymond Smith, 32°, 
its editor. . 

Masonic education began in the early 
part of the seventeenth century. The 
operative Masons instructed carefully 
selected youth in their task of appren¬ 
tices. The ideals of good craftsman¬ 
ship held by the members also embodied 
the spirit of intellectual and religious 
freedom. As the demand for operative 
Masons declined in the latter part of 
the same century (the 17th), some 
petitioners who had no intentions of 
becoming working Masons were accept¬ 
ed for membership in the operative 
Lodges. Masonry was gradually ex¬ 
panding into speculative Masonry, but 
the fundamental teachings of Masonry 
have never changed. 

The leaders of the people always 
recognized the importance of education 
—for themselves, but these leaders often 
feared an educated citizenry. They felt 
that, if they could keep in ignorance 
the people whom they desired to con¬ 
trol, it would be that much easier to 
control them. 

However, those nations which have 
made the most progress are the ones 
which have fostered public education. 
From our earliest colonial times edu¬ 
cation has been a major factor in our 
progress as a nation. For 150 years \ve 
have encouraged and expanded public 
education, and Masonry has had a big 
part in this achievement. Today, we 
find selfish groups fighting the public 
schools, but Masonry continues to bat¬ 
tle to preserve them and develop them. 

Masonry concedes the right of pri¬ 
vate groups to establish and maintain 
their own schools provided they do so 
at their own expense and not from the 
public treasury. However, Masonry also 
recognizes that church schools do not 
exist primarily to serve public interest, 
but rather the aims of these private 
groups, else private church schools 
would not be in existence. The effect 
this may ultimately have on creating 
disunity among our adult citizens is a 
serious problem. 

Canon 1374 of the Roman Catholic 
Church forbids Roman Catholics to 
send their children J;o the public schools 
without first obtaining the consent of 
their bishop. Thus it deprives Roman 


Catholics who are American citizens 
from exercising their rights as Ameri¬ 
can citizens to send their children to 
“schools which represent the conscien¬ 
tious choice of the parents.” No matter 
how T much Roman Catholic parents may 
prefer the public schools for their chil¬ 
dren instead of the parochial schools, 
they dare not send their children there 
without first obtaining their bishop’s 
consent, under penalty of excommuni¬ 
cation which, for a Roman Catholic, is 
a serious matter, no matter how ridicu¬ 
lous such a ruling is to Protestants and 
other non-Catholics. 

Protestants believe in the right of 
private judgment and they justifiably 
feel that, when their fellow citizens 
swallow T the poison of Catholic Action 
and refuse to exercise their right of 
private judgment which their Ameri¬ 
can citizenship entitles them to exercise, 
they are properly censurable by all their 
fellow citizens. America cannot prosper 
internally so long as such an un-Ameri¬ 
can condition is allowed to continue. 

One remedy suggested is that a Con¬ 
stitutional Amendment be adopted that 
would require parents who owe a dual 
allegiance be required to send their 
children to the public schools, and by a 
dual allegiance is meant loyalty to the 
U.S.A. and to a foreign ecclesiastical 
. dictator, namely, the pope. S. W. 

IN THE KNACK OF STUDYING 
PARENTS CAN HELP CHILDREN 

HAT parents do not have the 
nightly trouble of pulling their 
young hopefuls aw r ay from the TV set 
and setting them to the task of school 
“homework”? But the responsibility 
of prying them loose from the fascinat¬ 
ing pictures does not end with the pry¬ 
ing act. It is just starting. The prob¬ 
lem is to develop the child’^nterest in 
the most trying part of his home studies, 
the ones which do not appeal to him. 
Moreover, in developing this interest, 
lie should be taught to acquire the knack 
of studying, which is told in the Decem¬ 
ber issue of Changing Times , The Kip- 
linger Magazine, published at 1729 H 
Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 

The writer of the article opens his 
subject with this significant paragraph: 
“If you have ever wanted to kick your¬ 
self for never learning how to study— 
and who hasn’t — you probably hope 
your child will latch onto this valuable 
tool early in life. 

“You may be resigned to worrying 
along with that old mind of yours—a 
mind that makes you consult notes in 
a conference because it refuses to retain 
specific facts, makes you carry closely 
written file cards when you make a 
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speech, makes you read at a snail’s 
pace in order to master information. 

“But your child need not be so handi¬ 
capped. Not, at least, if you take the 
trouble now to see that he learns to 
study. And don’t think his teachers can 
carry the ball alone. Even though he is 
getting instruction on how to study in 
school, it doesn’t follow that he will 
continue to practice good study habits 
at home.” 

The writer of this very instructive 
article presents, suggestively, the fol¬ 
lowing formula which will not only help 
to pry the youngster from the TV set, 
but to open his schoolbooks with a mind 
ready “to learn, to explore, to experi¬ 
ment.” 

“Set nim free. A child’s brain needs 
training in independence. He cannot 
look to you for the answer forever, and 
you should start a campaign to let him 
think for himself early. 

“Give him a motive. Probably many 
a child has the distinct impression that 
he is studying so his parents can be 
proud of his report cards or so he can 
make like a quiz kid when the neigh¬ 
bors drop in. . . . The really good rea¬ 
son, which makes sense and which will 
appeal to a youngster, is that studying 
is a tool for finding out about things 
that interest him. 

“It takes some scheduling. When a 
youngster reaches junior high school, he 
is as busy as a cranberry merchant at 
Thanksgiving. And the pace gets even 
faster in high school. ... You don’t 
want a youngster to be a bookworm any 
more than you want him to be a butter¬ 
fly. So sit down and help him plan his 
activities to suit his time.” 

The problem of a youngster actually 
getting started depends largely upon 
the physical conditions under which he 
w'orks, and this is important. 

“The living room is definitely not 
that setting. It is not fair for the rest 
of the family to remain quiet, and the 
center of the usual noisy group is not 
an ideal place to tackle the books. 

“So give the youngster a place of his 
own w’here he can study regularly— 
whether it is in his bedroom, at the 
dining room table, or in a corner of the 
attic. It is much better if he can have 
his own desk and his own chair (a 
straight-backed one). A good lamp is 
essential of course.” 

If it is found that, even with these 
provisions, the youngster complains be¬ 
cause he “just can’t concentrate,” the 
following suggestions are offered. 

Tactfully, and with monumental pa¬ 
tience which this important problem 
requires, insist that the child work by 
the job rather than by the hour. Urge 
that he study the least interesting sub¬ 
ject first and save the most interesting 
to the last. E. R. 






N.Y. MASONS HONOR MEMORY 
OF SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN 


A MEMORIAL service in honor of Sir 
Christopher Wren (1632-1723) was 
held on a recent date in St. Paul s 
Chapel, Trinity Parish, New York City, 
and was attended by more than 500 
Masons and their families. 

The address was delivered by Judge 
Nathan Turk of Owego, N. Y., Junior 
Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of the State 
of New York. He said: “In himself Sir 
Christopher Wren embodied the great 
change that was to come to Masonry in 
the 18th century, when those who built 
with the mind and heart became the 
brothers of those w T ho built with stone.” 

Judge Turk continued by pointing 
out that Wren was born in a period 
“infamous for its licentiousness and im¬ 
morality ,” but, nevertheless, Wren made 
that era famous for the beauty of the 
churches and other buildings wffiich he 
designed. 

Wren was a member of the Lodge of 
Antiquity in London. Later, he became 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge in 
London. Judge Turk remarked that 
Wren, as an architect, had a chance to 
practice his Masonry as few men have. 
“We in America ow’e him particular 
^ allegiance and respect. In a time when 
* work was considered ignoble, Sir Chris¬ 
topher upheld its dignity and authority. 
At a time when others wasted their lives 
in riotous living, he devoted himself to 
the service of his country and his God. ’ 
Judge Turk explained that they had 
chosen St. Paul’s Chapel in Trinity 
Parish for their memorial service be¬ 
cause “it seemed fitting to pay our re¬ 
spects to one of the greatest builders in 
an edifice inspired by him. Thomas 
McBean, who built this beautiful edi¬ 
fice, was a pupil of a pupil of Wren. 
Yet so faithful was he to the best of 
the Great Master that we can imagine 
ourselves back in St. Martin’s in the 
Fields, London.” 

Wren’s fame as an architect was so 
great that few realize he was equally 
eminent as a mathematician. He was 
professor of mathematics at Gresham 
College, London, from 1657 to 1660, 
when he became Savilian professor of 
mathematics at Oxford, a post he held 
for thirteen years. In 1665, he visited 
Paris and saw the work on the Louvre 
progress. This was said to be the only 
study he gave to architecture. In 1666, 
occurred the Great Fire of London. He 
mg had a monumental plan for the rebuild¬ 
ing of London, but difficulties arising 
from the various ownerships of the 
ground prevented the accomplishment 
of the scheme. 

Sir Christopher designed more than 


fifty churches during the years 1670-71. 
With funds insufficient to do an entire 
edifice as he would like to do it, he 
ingeniously concentrated a major part 
of the funds on one spot, such as a 
receding spire, for which he was famous, 
or a facade, or leaving the outside plain 
and using elaborate interior decoration 
as at St. Bride's, Fleet Street. Among 
his famous church buildings were St. 
Stephen’s at Walbrook, St. Martin's at 
Ludgate, and St. Martin’s-le-Bow. 

His work included many public build¬ 
ings, such as the Customs House, the 
Royal Exchange, Marlborough House, 
Buckingham House, the Sheldonian 
Theater at Oxford, the Library of Trin¬ 
ity Collegg, Cambridge, and the chapel 
at Pembroke which was paid for by 
Wren's uncle, Bishop Matthew Wren. 

Wren's greatest fame is, of course, 
associated with the building of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, London. This proved 
his skill as a scientific engineer and 
practical architect was more to the fore 
than artistry alone. The Cathedral was 
started in June, 1675, and the choir was 
occupied in December, 1697. The build¬ 
ing was completed in 1710. Sir Chris¬ 
topher’s remains repose in a vault be¬ 
neath the choir, and over the doorway 
of the north door to the choir is his 
epitaph which has become as world 
famous as St. Paul’s Cathedral. We 
give first the epitaph in Latin as it is 
chiselled into the stone, then an English 
translation. 

Subtus conditur 

Hujus Ecclesiae et Urbis Conditor 
Christ. Wren; 

Qui vixit Atmos ultra nonaginta, 
Non sibi sed Bono publico . 

Lector, si Monumentum quaeris, 
Circumspice. 

The translation of the foregoing 
reads: “Beneath is laid the builder of 
the church and city, who lived above 
ninety years, not for himself but for 
the public good. Reader, if thou seekest 
his monument, look around.” 

Is it any wonder, then, that Judge 
Turk was able to say that Sir Chris¬ 
topher “has left us a heritage, not only 
in our buildings, but in our Craft and 
in our hearts. He gave us, his brothers, 
the vision of the speculative Mason 
who must build the temple within him¬ 
self before he works on temples of 
brick and stone.” S. W. 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 

When cottage cheese was known as 
“dutch cheese”? 4 

When every dining room table had a 
set of “castors”? 
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When turkey was served with “chest¬ 
nut” dressing? 

When “ground cherry pie” and “elder¬ 
berry pie” were common? 

When yellow tomato preserves were a 
treat? 

When Grandma edged her pies with a 
fork? 

When good coffee was made by boiling 
and with an egg? 

When every gentleman drank coffee 
from a “mustache cup”? 

When your place at the table was indi¬ 
cated by your own “napkin ring”? 

When your mother whipped eggs on a 
platter with a fork? 

When the “hired girl” waited on table? 

When the kids all asked for the “wish 
bone”? 

When citron was used in cakes, buns 
and cookies? 

When every man shaved with a straight 
razor? 

When company was present for din¬ 
ner and you got the neck? 

When dining room tables remained set 
up and covered wfith “mosquito 
bar”? 

When we all tucked our napkins in our 
•neck bands? 

When most dining tables had rounded 
ends? — Zuhrah Arabian. 


Thomas Carlyle said, and truly said 
in “Sartor Resartus,” that: “By symbols 
is man guided and commanded, made 
happy, made wretched. He every¬ 
where finds himself encompassed with 
symbols recognized as such or not rec¬ 
ognized; the Universe is but one vast 
symbol of God, nay, if thou wilt have 
it, what is man but a symbol of God; 
is not all he does symbolical; a revela¬ 
tion of sense of the Mystic God-given 
force that is in him, a Gospel of Free¬ 
dom, which he, the Messiah of nature, 
preaches as he can by word and act? 
Not a hut he builds but is the visible 
embodiment of a thought, but bears 
record of invisible things, but is, in a 
transcendental sense, symbolic as well 
as real. What a man believes, lays to 
heart, and acts upon, concerning this 
mysterious universe and his duty and 
destiny in it, that determines all the 
rest and is his religion.”— The Dormer 
Masonic Study Circle . 


Whatever the faults of our govern¬ 
ment—we, primarily, are to blame be¬ 
cause our government is us. We, the 
people, chose it at the polls, or by not 
going to the polls we let it be chosen 
for us. Now, if we as a government do 
foolish, extravagant things that as citi¬ 
zens we would never dream of, we have 
only ourselves to blame, and we are 
the only ones w T ho can stop it.— R . A. 
Stillbaugh, Editor, Masonic Chronicler. 





CHRONOLOGY OF PAPAL TALKS 
ABOUT U. S. AMBASSADORSHIP 


T HERE is a chronology in the Myron 
Taylor case from 1939, when he was 
appointed as the personal representa¬ 
tive of President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
to the pope, down to the present time, 
and the end seems not to be yet. 

Mr. Taylor resigned in 1949 after 
holding the title and office for ten years. 
While in Rome, he was in his official 
suite of offices only 10 per cent of the 
time and, during the entire ten years, 
saw the pope only thirteen times. 

Since Mr. Taylor's resignation, the 
pope has made it plain that, if Wash¬ 
ington thinks it desirable to send an 
envoy to the Vatican, he must come 
as a representative of the U. S. Govern¬ 
ment, with the confirmation of the 
Senate—no “personal representative" 
this time, but a fullfledged ambassador. 

The pope has also caused it to be 
known indirectly that he feels affronted 
because of the suddenness with which 
Mr. Taylor's mission was terminated 
and without advance notice to the 
Vatican. His spokesmen pointed out 
that Eugenio Pacelli, while becoming 
a priest, a bishop, a cardinal, a papal 
secretary of state and pope, was by 
nature and training a diplomat and, 
therefore, acquainted with what con¬ 
stitutes good manners, and, in his opin¬ 
ion, the method of withdrawing Mr. 
Taylor did not come within the category 
of good manners. No doubt all this 
tirade w r as to stir up resentment among 
“the faithful," for it was certain that 
it would fall on deaf ears and hardened 
hearts so far as the rest of the world 
was concerned. Did one just now men¬ 
tion “hardened hearts"? Rather should 
it have been enlightened minds, be¬ 
cause people of enlightened minds are 
not bemoaning the fate of a totalitarian 
ecclesiastical monarch. 

The pope was on record early in 
February, 1950, that he would not 
agree to letting our State Ambassador 
to Italy have contact with the Vatican 
or Holy See, although these two in¬ 
stitutions are probably less than a ten- 
minute walk from the offices of our 
Ambassador in Rome. 

Why does the pope fight for a full- 
fledged ambassador? Because an am¬ 
bassador gives the pope the right to 
send a papal nuncio in return and, under 
the Treaty of Vienna in 1815 (and to 
which we were not signatory), a papal 
nuncio is supposed to occupy a place 
at the head of the Diplomatic Corps in 
any country to which he may be as¬ 
signed, regardless of how long and 
capably ambassadors from other coun¬ 
tries have served. The papal nuncio 


thus automatically would become an 
official with special prestige and politi¬ 
cal power, having ready access to the 
White House and the Department of 
State. 

The United States is now the most 
powerful nation in the world and need 
not be bound by the Treaty of Vienna. 
We are in a position to change all that 
and put the papal nuncio at the bottom 
of the diplomatic list as a condition of 
receiving him. 

Anne O'Hare McCormick, roving re¬ 
porter and commentator for The New 
York Times, writing from Rome, and 
whose article appeared in the Decem¬ 
ber 24, 1951, issue of that paper, said: 

“Advocates w T ho argue that the ap¬ 
pointment is not to a religious leader 
but to the ruler of the scrap of real 
estate called Vatican City do not get 
much support here [Rome]. The ?nis- 
sion is either to the Pope as the head 
of a world-wide church or it is nothing, 
it is pointed out; to pretend anything 
else is to make the appointment useless 
or reduce it to absurdity (Emphasis 
added.) 

She concludes this part of her many 
observations by predicting: “All other 
countries sending representatives to the 
Vatican accredit them to the Holy See, 
and if the United States decides to 
send one at all, it will follow the regu¬ 
lar formula." 

Cardinal Spellman, in an interview 
with the press in October, 1951, was 
quoted as saying: “I am pleased at the 
action of President Truman in appoint¬ 
ing an ambassador to the Holy See." 
Notice that Spellman spoke of the Holy 
See and not Vatican City State. 

As far back as February 23, 1950, 
The New York Times , ip, a Rome dis¬ 
patch which had all the earmarks of 
being planted by the very authority it 
boasted of quoting, stated: “The 
Vatican would be more than pleased 
to have the United States Government 
accredit a permanent diplomatic envoy 
to the Holy See, but is not desirous of 
seeing another personal representative 
of President Truman appointed." 

The Jesuit weekly, America , in its 
issue of January 12, 1952 (p.391), said, 
in an editorial headed “Will 1 Pseudo- 
Democracy' Defeat the Envoy?": 

“Let's hope, for a change, that the 
Vatican issue will be calmly aired after 
the emotional outburst has subsided. 
Catholics are not going to marshal po¬ 
litical pressure to overcome the pressure 
on the other side. If this issue is going 
to be resolved on a pressure basis, it 
is already dead. But in that case real 


Democracy has also itself suffered a 
serious setback. Rejection of the Clark 
nomination will merely be another 
example of the trend towards the de¬ 
generation of our political system into 
a ‘pseudo - democracy' — government 
controlled by private bureaucracies in¬ 
stead of by the people." General Clark 
has since withdrawn but the President 
states he is going to nominate a civilian 
in his stead. 

The foregoing statement that “Catho¬ 
lics are not going to marshal political 
pressure to overcome the pressure on 
the other side" is a clear indication 
that the Roman Catholic hierarchy has 
become convinced that its trial balloon 
of pressure on the President to name 
an ambassador to the Vatican, has been 
punctured by the antiaircraft guns of 
public opinion and crashed to earth. 
Instead of it being a “serious setback" 
to “real Democracy" it is, on the con¬ 
trary, a vivid demonstration of the fact 
that Democracy is working in this coun¬ 
try, and that the people merely need 
to know the facts of an issue to be¬ 
come aroused and assert their will. 

S. W. 


WHOLEHEARTED COOPERATION 

Symbolic Lodge speakers who are not 
properly informed are sometimes heard 
to say that those who become active in 
the Scottish Rite soon lose interest in 
their Blue Lodge work. But the fallacy 
of this statement readily appears from 
the record of Southwest Lodge No. 286, 
F. & A.M., of Miami, Florida. 

This Lodge was organized in 1948. 
Its Master U.D. was Most Worshipful 
Frank A Brown, 33°, Past Grand Mas¬ 
ter of Florida Masons. 

William R. De Costas served as Wor¬ 
shipful Master in 1949, Sigmund Eisen- 
berg in 1950, and Sam S. Parker in 1951, 
each of whom is a 32° Mason and a 
Knight Commander of the Court of 
Honour. Its newly elected Master for 
1952 is Walter H. Cohn, Sr. He is also 
a 32° Mason and, at the 1951 session 
of the Supreme Council, was elected a 
Knight Commander of the Court of 
Honour. 

Brother Cohn was installed Worship¬ 
ful Master of his Lodge at a public 
service held in the auditorium of the 
Scottish Rite Temple, with Most Wor¬ 
shipful Frank A. Brown, 33°, Past 
Grand Master, as installing officer and 
Right Worshipful D. F. Hosford, Dis¬ 
trict Deputy Grand Master, Past Com¬ 
mander, High Priest and T. I. Master 
of the several York Rite Bodies, as 
Grand Marshal. R. A. Williams, Illus¬ 
trious Potentate of Mahi Shrine Temple 
and past presiding officer in * all the 
York Rite Bodies, delivered the instal¬ 
lation charge to the new Master. 






ROMAN CATHOLIC CANON LAW 
CLAMPS DOWN ON N.Y. DOCTORS 


O NCE again the Roman Catholic 
Church has made an effort to im¬ 
pose the Canon Law of its church on the 
non-Catholics of the U.S.A., and to 
make the Canon Law of that church su¬ 
preme over the Civil Law of this coun¬ 
try if and when the two sets, of laws 
come into conflict with each other. 

In the last week of January, 1952, 
and the first-two days of February, the 
authorities of St. Francis Hospital, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., fired seven doc¬ 
tors from its staff unless they agreed 
(and on two days’ notice) to quit the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, whose headquarters are at 501 
Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Two physicians resigned from the 
parenthood group because they had pa¬ 
tients in the hospital, but indicated that 
as soon as their patients were able to 
leave the hospital, they would resign 
from the hospital and rejoin the 
Planned Parenthood Federation. 

Dr. John F. Rogers, a member of the 
hospital staff, said: “What I shall do 
when my patients are out of the hos¬ 
pital, I don’t know. Meanwhile, it is 
still legal in this state [N.Y.] to advise 
on birth control, and my resignation 
does not mean I have changed my mind 
on this question. Not only economic 
factors are involved in this, but sound 
medical problems as well, for it is not 
good medicine to have children every 
year.” 

Four physicians refused to quit the 
Planned Parenthood Federation. Dr. 
William T. Kennedy, Chairman of the 
Medical Committee of the Planned Par¬ 
enthood Federation, was reported in the 
press as saying: “. . . the proposal that 
these seven doctors may not publicly 
advocate a phase of preventive medi¬ 
cine that has the nearly universal sup¬ 
port of the medical profession is a step 
in thought control that is wholly ab¬ 
horrent to American tradition.” 

A Protestant ministerial group has 
condemned the action of the hospital 
authorities as “a shameful invasion of 
the doctors’ rights.” Members of the 
Ministerial Committee of the League 
for Planned Parenthood said that they 
were amazed to learn of the hospital’s 
request. Rev. Earl F, Spencer of the 
First Baptist Church, Rabbi Alton Win¬ 
ters of Vassar Temple and Rev. Dr. 
Philip Swartz of the First Congrega¬ 
tional Church, issued a statement in 
which they stated: 

“The attempt to police the thoughts 
and personal actions of individuals in 
our American democracy is un-Ameri¬ 
can and contrary to our cherished prin¬ 


ciples for which American boys are 
suffering and dying in Korea. 

“We affirm and support the high ethi¬ 
cal principles of planned parenthood. 
The planned family is necessary for the 
w r ell-being of this and every other com¬ 
munity throughout the world. 

“We deplore the fact that the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Church has injected this 
divisive controversy at a time of crisis 
when w r e need more than ever national 
unity and interfaith cooperation. . . .” 

The Rt. Rev. Michael P. O’Shea, 
dean of the Roman Catholic clergy in 
Dutchess and Putnam counties, was 
quoted in the press as stating that the 
hospital’suaction was “logical and just.” 
Continuing, he said: “This is not a fight 
between Catholic and Protestant. This 
is a point on which Catholic, Protestant 
and Jew should all be agreed, since it is 
the Bible which expressly forbids birth 
control.” 

Of course, Rev. Mr. O’Shea’s state¬ 
ment is false. Nowhere in the Bible is 
birth control forbidden. The Roman 
Catholic Church, basing its action 
against the use of contraceptives on the 
encyclical of Pius XI on Christian Mar¬ 
riage , is led astray by its “infallible” 
pope. The pope used the story of Onan 
in Genesis xxxviii, which relates how 
Judah ordered Onan, his second son, to 
marry his brother’s widow and, because 
he did not consummate that act, God 
“slew him also.” 

Onan acted contrary to an ancient 
Jewish law abandoned more than 2,000 
years ago. The law violated by Onan 
had two objectives. One was to per¬ 
petuate the husband’s name; the other 
was to prevent the property from be¬ 
coming detached from the family. 
Catholic theologians have so distorted 
the Onan story that they have induced 
millions of American Catholics to be¬ 
lieve that “God and Jesus Christ con¬ 
demn birth control.” Thus the Catholic 
church has distorted a Bible story so 
as to annihilate a whole system of so¬ 
cial hygiene in the twentieth century. 

There is still another and very im¬ 
portant factor in this Poughkeepsie 
case. St. Francis Hospital has received 
federal funds—$225,000 last September 
as a partial government pledge on con¬ 
struction. Dr. William H. Meyer, med¬ 
ical director of the Parenthood Center, 
raised the issue of federal funds used 
in the construction of a recent addition. 
He asked the hospital authorities to re¬ 
veal whether the Federal Government, 
through the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation, had pledged $500,000 for 
the project. 


Inasmuch as this large sum comes 
from the pockets of taxpayers, seven- 
eighths of whom are not Roman Cath¬ 
olics, why should they be taxed to aid 
a private institution which is attempt¬ 
ing to impose the Canon Law of a for¬ 
eign ecclesiastical totalitarian mon¬ 
archy on the American people, and that 
over and above the Civil Law of this 
country? Only two states, Massachu¬ 
setts and Connecticut, both now Roman 
Catholic dominated, make birth control 
illegal. That ought to be an index to 
the rest of America as to what happens 
when Rome once gains the ascendancy 
in a country. 

This is the second time within the 
last few months that Rome has directly 
sought to superimpose its Canon Law 
on the Civil Law of the U.S.A. The 
other case was when Catholic judges 
were not asked but directed by the pope 
to follow Canon Law as against Civil 
Law when and if the two sets of law T s 
come into conflict. One judge in Ne¬ 
vada, a Roman Catholic, stated that he 
was an American citizen first and a 
Catholic secondarily; that he had taken 
an oath to uphold the laws of this coun¬ 
try and he intended to keep that oath 
and, if the time ever came when he felt 
he could not do so, he would resign, but 
under no circumstances would he disre¬ 
gard the oath he had taken on assum¬ 
ing office. 

The efforts of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy to dominate the hospitals of 
the country and threaten with economic 
ruin any doctor who exercises his rights 
as a citizen to express his views on con¬ 
troversial subjects is one of the most 
serious questions confronting the coun¬ 
try today. 

Birth control or limitation of popu¬ 
lation increase through planned parent¬ 
hood is not a moral question at all, but 
an economic and social one. The Ro¬ 
man Catholic hierarchy of course well 
knows this, yet it opposes birth control 
in order to outbreed all other groups so 
as to obtain and maintain political con¬ 
trol and have an ever abundant group 
of contributors to its financial coffers, 
but so far it has not been intellectually 
honest enough to admit this fact so clear 
to Protestants and other non-Catholics. 
Instead, it has resorted to theological 
dogma to befuddle the issue. S. W. 


Truth is so great a perfection that, 
if God would render Himself visible to 
men, He would choose light for His 
body and truth for His soul.— Pythag¬ 
oras. 


Citizens may be bom free; ‘they are 
not born wise. Therefore, the business 
of education in a democracy is to make 
free men wise.— F . Chajnpion Ward . 
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BIBLE AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


A RESIDENT of a town in the Pitts¬ 
burgh, Pa., area wrote a letter to 
the papers of that city (which they 
published) wanting to know why we 
still have controversy over Bible read¬ 
ing in our public schools. 

Another reader, who also believes in 
Christianity, replied to this, but the 
Pittsburgh papers did not publish his 
reply. He stated, among other things, 
that one answer to the letter the papers 
did publish was that the contents of the 
Bible are believed in their entirety by 
some religionists and only partially or 
not at all by other religionists, and, 
therefore, its reading is not permissible 
in public schools where there is a wide 
variety of religious beliefs. To favor 
any religion over another, he continued, 
wmild naturally introduce controversy 
in any public educational system. 
Nevertheless, those who desire a par¬ 
ticular religious dogma taught have, 
under the American system, the legal 
right to maintain, at their owm expense, 
schools to teach their own brand of 
dogma and- sectarianism. The Bible 
teaches no sectarianism; it teaches only 
religion. 

A noted Biblical scholar and church 
historian, Rev. Dr. Conrad H. Moehl- 
man, for thirty-seven years on the 
faculty of the Colgate-Rochester Di¬ 
vinity School and now living in retire¬ 
ment in Dallas, Texas, in 1944 brought 
out a book entitled School and Church , 
The A merican Way (Harper & Brother, 
New York). On page 120 of that volume 
he stated: 

“What recent advocates of the formal 
teaching of religion in the public school 
fail to appreciate is that the Bible, 
which disappeared from the classroom 
as a religious text in the late nineteenth 
century, has also disappeared jrom his¬ 
tory. the dogmatic Bible of yesterday 
has evolved into the historical Bible of 
today. But the Bible historically evalu¬ 
ated can never be harmonized w*ith the 
Bible verbally inspired in every T and 
‘t’.” 

The late Alfred E. Smith, when he 
ran for the Presidency in 1928, issued 
a statement which came to be knowm 
as “Smith’s Credo” In it he stated: 

U 1 belive in the support of the public 
school as one of the cornerstones of 
American liberty. I believe in the right 
of every parent to choose whether bis 
child shall be educated in the public 
school or in a religious school supported 
by those of his own faith.’’ And again 
he stated: “I believe in the American 
doctrine of the absolute separation of 
Church and State.” 

On December 31, 1930. Pope Pius XI 
issued his encyclical Casti Connubii 


[on Christian Marriage] in which he 
definitely repudiated the “absolute sep¬ 
aration” heresy of A1 Smith (without 
mentioning him by name) and reaffirm¬ 
ing the Roman Catholic Church’s tra¬ 
ditional doctrine of the union of Church 
and State. 

A1 Smith’s statement, that he believed 
it to be the right of every parent to 
choose whether his child should be edu¬ 
cated in the public school or in a reli¬ 
gious school supported by those of his 
ow r n faith, is very definitely and posi¬ 
tively a heretical view' in the eyes of 
his church. The Roman Catholic 
Church does not give a Catholic parent 
the right to so choose, although the Ro¬ 
man Catholic hierarchy makes a great 
to-do over their claim that Roman 
Catholic parents who do not have 
money to send their children to Ro¬ 
man Catholic parochial schools are be¬ 
ing deprived of their freedom when 
they are forced by financial circum¬ 
stances to send them to the public 
schools. But suppose Catholic parents 
prefer to send their children to the pub¬ 
lic schools* instead of to the Roman 
Catholic parochial schools? Who is then 
robbing the Catholic parent of his free¬ 
dom to “schools of their conscientious 
choice” but the Roman Catholic hier¬ 
archy itself? 

Clericalism is alien to the American 
system. The fact that between 85,000 
and 90,000 Roman Catholics leave that 
church every vear is proof enough that 
the free air of a Protestant America is 
not available in that medieval, totali¬ 
tarian political-ecclesiastical dynasty 
and tyranny that is managed by the 
pope and his business agents, the Col¬ 
lege of Cardinals and the 2.000 papal 
thrones set up around the globe in its 
fight for w'orld domination. 

There are over 2,500,000 Roman 
Catholic children in the public schools, 
vet Protestants and other non-Catho- 
lics do not complain because they are 
taxed to educate these children. The 
Roman Catholic hierarchy objects, 
however, to members of their church 
paying taxes to support the public 
schools. Their claim that this amounts 
to “double taxation” is, of course, ar¬ 
rant nonsense because they know as 
well as the rest of the population that 
taxes can only be levied bv the federal, 
state, county and municipal govern¬ 
ments. If a church maintains parochial 
schools, it is a voluntary contribution 
or an assessment levied on them by 
church authorities under a direct or 
implied threat of a refusal to have the 
so-called church sacraments adminis¬ 
tered to them, or in extreme cases, ex- 
communication. But that is a church 
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affair and the government has nothing 
whatever to do with it. Church schools 
are a divisive force and, while legal 
under a decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States (Pierce v. Society 
of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510), the wisdom of 
allowing their existence is open to serf- ^ 
ous doubt. It is well in this regard to 
recall the splendid utterance of Mr. 
Justice Jackson in the Everson case 
(the New Jersey school bus case [No. * 
52] Feb. 10, 1947) in which, speak¬ 
ing of religious freedom, he said: 

“This freedom was first in the Bill of 
Rights because it was first in the fore¬ 
fathers’ minds; it w r as set forth in 
absolute terms and its strength is its 
rigidity. It w T as intended not only to 
keep the states’ hands out of religion, 
but to keep religion's hands off the 
state, and above all, to keep bitter re¬ 
ligious controversy out of public life by 
denying to every denomination any ad¬ 
vantage from getting control of public 
policy or the public purse. Those great 
ends I cannot but think are immeasur¬ 
ably compromised by today’s decision. 

“This policy of our Federal Constitu¬ 
tion has never been wholly pleasing to 
most religious groups. They all are quick 
to invoke its protections; they all are 
irked when they feel its restraints. . . . 

“But we cannot have it both w r ays. 
Religious teaching cannot be a private 
affair w r hen the state seeks to impose 
regulations which infringe on it indi- Q| 
rectly, and a public affair when it comes 
to taxing citizens of one faith to aid 
another, or those of no faith to aid all. 

If these principles seem harsh in pro¬ 
hibiting aid to Catholic education, it 
must not be forgotten that it is the same 
Constitution that alone assures Catho¬ 
lics the right to maintain these schools 
at all when predominant local senti¬ 
ment w r ould forbid them. Nor should I 
think that those who have done so w T ell 
without this aid would want to see this 
separation between Church and State 
broken dowm. If the state may aid these 
religious schools, it may therefore regu¬ 
late them. Many groups have sought 
aid from tax funds only to find that it 
carried political controls wfith it. Indeed 
this Court has declared that Tt is 
hardly lack of due process for the Gov¬ 
ernment to regulate that which it sub¬ 
sidizes.’ Wickard v . Filbum, 317 U.S. 
111,131.” 

It would be well for our Roman 
Catholic fellow citizens to ponder the 
foregoing reasoning and w T ise w'ords of 
Mr. Justice Jackson. S. W. 


The eyes of the wrnrld cannot see a 
system of morality, but they can see 
its advocates. The words, “That man is 
a Mason,” may be a benediction or a 
sneer, depending on you and on me.— 
The Freemason , Canada . 





SPAIN’S EDUCATION MINISTER 
WOULD REFORM HIGH SCHOOLS 


S PAIN is going to make a revision of 
its high schools—that is, if the 
Minister of Education, Joaquin Ruiz 
Jiminez, has his way. In a special 
article bearing a Madrid dateline, The 
New York Times of December 9, 1951, 
through its staff correspondent, Camille 
M. Cianfarra, explained the details. 

Senor Jiminez assigned Jose Sanchez 
de Muniain, Director General of the 
State High Schools, to deliver a series 
of lectures on the subject. He affirmed 
that “the right to teach is universal”— 
a statement that was taken to imply 
that teaching was not the sole preroga¬ 
tive of any group, whether ecclesias¬ 
tical, state or a private institution. 
Teaching, he held, is not incompatible 
among these groups, nor must it be in¬ 
dependent but complementary. 

Doctor de Muniain pointed out that 
the Spanish High School System must 
be revised because present educational 
methods and those for the training of 
teachers are obsolete, inadequate and, 
on the whole, “very deficient.” He said 
that pupils were taught to learn their 
lessons by rote and not to use their 
brains and their powers of analysis. He 
explained that there are too many 
courses for classical education and not 
enough for vocational training, and that 
no attention was being paid to physical 
education to develop body as well as 
mind through planned, well-organized 
programs. He also charged that there 
was no standardization of textbooks, 
which varied in many cases from school 
to school. 

The number of private schools is 
slightly under 1,000. Of this number, 
418 are managed by religious orders or 
congregations and by officials recog¬ 
nized by the state. The government 
high schools number about 150. 

The Ministry of Education proposed 
a system of state inspection of both 
ecclesiastical and private schools, and 
state examinations at the end of the 
fourth and sixth year. The examining 
board would be composed of two state 
and two private high school teachers 
headed by a university professor. At 
present, the pupils in ecclesiastical and 
private schools are examined at the end 
of their last high school term by a 
board of university professors. There 
are no examinations at the end of the 
fourth year of high school. 

Representatives of an ecclesiastical 
group insist that the legal rights of the 
clergy as to control of education must 
not be restricted and that the proposed 
changes would make that group sub¬ 
ordinate to the state. They quote from 


a message issued by its head on Decem¬ 
ber 31, 1931,. and entitled Divini Illius 
Magistri, that the church’s organization 
is “independent of all earthly power, 
both as to its origin and fulfillment of 
its education mission.” 

Among some of the contentions of 
this ecclesiastical group are: (a) the 
state may interfere with certain aspects 
of the activities of ecclesiastical schools 
only if the state first obtains the con¬ 
sent of those who control this type of 
school; (b) the Ministry of Education 
must include in its budget funds suffi¬ 
cient to support nonstate high schools, 
many of which are in poor financial 
condition; (c) state high schools merely 
supplement nonstate high schools 
[Senor de Muniain holds that ecclesias¬ 
tically controlled schools must not be 
independent of the state and also must 
be complementary to the state schools]; 
(d) representatives of ecclesiastical 
schools insist that their high schools 
must have not only the same rights as 
state high schools, but also have juridi¬ 
cal equality with them. 

The representatives of one of the 
ecclesiastical groups have designated 
one of their number to draw up their 
report and forward it to the head of 
their organization whose headquarters 
are located in a neighboring state. 

Time alone will tell whether Senor 
Jiminez’ meritorious reforms will be¬ 
come an accomplished fact. S. W. 


EVALUATING MEN AND EVENTS 

T HE past several months have seen 
a mounting torrent of adverse com¬ 
ment directed at men in public office. 
Some of this criticism has probably been 
justified by the facts of the case, but it 
is also unfortunately true that a good 
deal of it was due to lack of full infor¬ 
mation plus prejudice. 

Comment, if it is to have value, must 
he accompanied by an informed and 
balanced judgment. One of the para¬ 
doxes of our time is that in countries 
like our own or England, which have a 
free electorate, the winners at an elec¬ 
tion have received a mandate from the 
voters to carry out a pre-election plat¬ 
form. However, another group of vot¬ 
ers who constitute the minority have 
also elected members of Congress or 
Parliament or, as in this country, mem¬ 
bers of a state legislature, who are com¬ 
mitted to policies at variance, if not the 
direct opposite, of the majority party. 
In other words, we elect one group to 
carry out the wishes of a majority of 
the voters, and another group to pre- 
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vent the majority carrying out what 
they were elected to do. 

This, of course, is an outgrowth of the 
Anglo-Saxon spirit of wanting to ac¬ 
cord justice to the minority groups of 
the nation, or of a community within 
the nation which has a majority and 
minority group on matters of merely 
local interest. 

Our governmental system is based on 
rule by the majority, but in order to 
keep the majority from moving too 
rapidly, we have minorities to put 
brakes on their activities. But there 
is also such a thing as minorities be¬ 
coming unreasonable and hindering the 
majority when such a process is ac¬ 
tivated, not by a desire to serve the 
public interest, but rather its own self¬ 
ish interests. Thus one sees the give 
and take of public life. 

Our country operates under the so- 
called Two-Party System. Sometimes 
their respective policies differ only in 
name but little if any in reality, and 
disinterested onlookers have sometimes 
felt that a political campaign looked 
more like a scramble for office rather 
than a serious effort to obtain the en¬ 
actment of important policies. 

An illustration of what happens when 
a public man places community interest 
above personal or party advantage was 
illustrated recently in the State of Illi¬ 
nois. Jack Star, writing a series of two 
articles on Adlai Stevenson for the New 
York Herald Tribune, in its issue of 
February 7, 1952, stated: 

“Four G.O.P. candidates, none of 
them particularly distinguished, are 
running in the gubernatorial primary. 
Their party apparently ignored Steven¬ 
son’s challenge: ‘I invite the Republi¬ 
can Party to nominate the best man 
it can find. It is of little importance 
whether the new Governor of Illinois 
is named Adlai Stevenson; but it is of 
the highest importance that we finish 
what we have started. No matter then 
who loses, the people will win.’ ” 

It is that spirit which has contrib¬ 
uted mightily to America’s success in 
the political field. Alas, it has been 
put into practice all too seldom, but 
those eras in which reform and imagi¬ 
nation and zeal for an atmosphere sur¬ 
charged with the life-giving ozone of 
justice and decency in public office and 
private business have prevailed, these 
have been the eras that, in the perspec¬ 
tive of the years, have made America 
truly great. S- W. 


Yesterday is but a dream and to¬ 
morrow is only a vision. But today 
well lived makes every yesterday a 
dream of happiness and every tomor¬ 
row a vision of hope. Look well, there¬ 
fore, to this day. Such is the Salutation 
of the Dawn .—From the Sanskrit. 




“IS IT ASKING TOO MUCH?” 


'TT'HE National Observer of Minne- 
1- apolis, Minnesota, recently carried 
an extended article by Dan Caswell on 
the above subject, which should not 
only be read but studied by every 
Mason and the contents voiced wher¬ 
ever opportunity is afforded. 

He called attention to the confused, 
perplexed and befuddled state of mind 
and soul of our American youth, which, 
he said, is due to some extent to the di¬ 
vergent and conflicting opinions and 
thoughts of our older citizens, consist¬ 
ing. very largely of the new school of 
grown-ups ranging in years from thirty 
to forty-five, who are inclined towards 
a semi-socialized state, the welfare state 
and, in extreme cases,, an out-and-out 
communistic and sternly regimented 
regime. 

Brother Caswell attributed this con¬ 
fused and perplexed state of mind to 
the conditions which brought about 
a program in the nature of a socialized 
economy and life, growing out of the 
thinking since the First World War. 
Some of this is good but much of it is 
not, because very definitely it is con¬ 
trary to the principles and high ideals 
of those liberty-seeking citizens who 
founded our republic, and it will lead 
to the destruction of our entire eco¬ 
nomic system and social and political 
structure. 

Describing our natural resources, our 
splendid educational system, the re¬ 
sults from research from which we now 
produce more abundantly for our own 
people and with a surplus for our 
neighbors and friends all over the 
world, the writer holds that we should 
care for our older men and women who 
are no longer able to earn a livelihood. 
There also are abandoned mothers with 
children who should be provided with 
food, housing, education and a fair 
start in life. But, when these social 
obligations are provided for, legislation 
toward a welfare state should cease, 
he contends. Our corporations embrac¬ 
ing* the utilities, financial institutions, 
private businesses and fortunes should 
not be saddled with the almost impos¬ 
sible and unjust burdens made neces¬ 
sary because of the nursing, coddling 
and support of those who do not like 
work and those who refuse to work 
from the cradle to the grave, many of 
whom are now beneficiaries from the 
public treasury, of which the following 
two cases are typical. 

Ten years ago in a far western state, 
notorious for heavy state taxes and 
rigidly enforced state controls, to say 
nothing of the lidded load of taxation 
imposed by the Federal Government, a 
young woman, age 21, married a man 


who deserted her and her child. She 
divorced the man, and then married a 
man who deserted her and left her with 
two more children. A third marriage 
followed with another child born. The 
third husband was a good man. He 
made a down payment on a house. He 
worked hard, but suddenly he was 
killed, and there was just enough in¬ 
surance to bury him. The woman is 
now drawing $324.00 each month, be¬ 
sides which the state is paying her reg¬ 
ular monthly payments on her house, 
and, incredulous as it may appear, the 
state is also paying the tuition for two 
of her children in a private school. 
Obviously, says Brother Caswell, this 
woman was most unfortunate in dis¬ 
tinguishing between good men and 
“ne’er-do-wells” and, because of this, 
the state is now saddled with an ex¬ 
penditure of $500.00 a month paid by 
the taxpayers. Although this woman 
should be given help, it is not fair for 
her to be drawing $324.00 monthly, plus 
payments on her home and private 
school tuition for her children, while 
many average citizens, who are paying 
taxes into -the fund from which the 
widow is being paid, are supporting 
families and paying for homes on less 
than S324.00 a month all told. 

The second case concerns a young 
man who entered the army at the age 
of 18. At the age of 21, he was dis¬ 
charged and entered college. Five years 
later he was graduated, with a degree. 
While attending college, he married a 
girl three years his senior who was earn¬ 
ing a very high salary. At the age of 
27 the husband had not yet found a 
position suitable to his conception of 
what a college graduate should have. 
Anyway, why should he be too much 
concerned about being idle when his 
wife supported him? Here is a young 
man, educated at the expertise of the 
Federal Government for the purpose of 
making him a useful citizen, taking his 
time in becoming economically useful 
to the country, preferring, as it were, 
to live off the earnings of his wife. 

These two instances are indicative of 
hundreds of thousands of situations 
over the length and breadth of the land, 
typical of trends toward a snugly set¬ 
tled welfare state, which are the causes 
of constantly increasing tax bills. 

Continuing in this vein of thought, 
Brother Caswell said such conditions, 
to no small extent, brought about the 
almost criminally indifferent and apa¬ 
thetic state of mind of a large percent¬ 
age of our people who take the lines 
of least resistance while the youth of 
our land are slowly but surely learning 
that it is easier to lean on others than 
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to work and stand on their own two 
feet'. These situations are being brought 
about by a powerful coterie of politi¬ 
cians, which means, of course, their 
perpetuation with practically no change 
in our elected officials. 

Brother Caswell said: “The time is 
past, long, long ago, when Masons can 
ignore and let this dangerous state of 
affairs go unchallenged. Indeed, it is 
time that our respected Masonic Breth¬ 
ren become more militant and, instead 
of assuming an attitude of indifference 
and ‘hands off,’ they must take the 
initiative with determined, aggressive 
measures to bring this country back 
to the pattern laid out by our pioneer, 
fighting forefathers, which blueprint 
has brought this country to . . . the 
peak of being the world’s leader in in¬ 
dustry and science, invention, education 
(and culture), research and charitv.” 

E. R. 


COUNCIL OF PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED MEETS 

One of the organizations which is 
proving helpful to those who either can¬ 
not help themselves at all (through no 
fault of their own), of those who need 
partial help in becoming completely 
self-sustaining, is the American Fed¬ 
eration of the Physically Handicapped, 
Inc., whose headquarters are in Room 
1370, National Press Building, Wash- ^ 
ington 4, D. C. 

The National Council of this organi¬ 
zation meets in AVashington in March, 
1952, and various phases of how best to 
achieve its objectives will be discussed 
with a view to recommending to mem¬ 
bership groups, for their approval or 
disapproval, what the National Council 
may suggest. 


CALIFORNIA MASONS SPEARHEAD 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

The Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of Cali¬ 
fornia has authorized the various Sym¬ 
bolic Lodges of that state to spearhead 
the annual campaign to maintain pub¬ 
lic interest in the California educational 
system. The heads of the Lodges, in¬ 
cluding their respective officers, form 
committees embracing civic, fraternal, 
sendee and veterans’ organizations in 
each community. Thus the work of 
Public Schools Week, though fostered 
by the Masonic Fraternity, is an ob- 
sen r ance of each community. Public 
Schools Week, this year, will be held 
April 28th through May 2nd. 


To have a good friend is one of the 
highest delights of life; to be a good 
friend is one of the noblest and most 
difficult undertakings .—The Craftsman , 
Miami Beach , Fla. 






GOD’S AMBASSADOR TO AMERICA 
— PAPAL PRIEST OR CHRIST? 

Joseph R. Kennedy, B.D., 32° 

Pastaf, First Christian Church 
306 South 50th Ave., Omaha, Nebraska 

Part II 


N OT in modern times has the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States met with 
such a deluge of letters and petitions 
demanding retraction [as has President 
Truman in appointing General Mark 
W. Clark the United States Ambassa¬ 
dor to the Vatican]. His own Baptist 
Minister, Edward Hughes Pruden, 
claimed he had tried to keep the Presi¬ 
dent from making this appointment, 
and declared: “It is my conviction that 
this is entirely contrary to our his¬ 
toric American position regarding sep¬ 
aration of Church and State.” Bishop 
Sherrill of the National Council of 
Churches [of Christ in the United States 
of America] was quoted, October 20th, 
in The New York Times as saying: 

“I hope and believe this unwise pro¬ 
posal will be opposed by the great 
majority of fair-minded Americans of 
every religious conviction, and will be 
either withdrawn or defeated in the 
Senate.” 

f From every hamlet and city from 
Maine to California, in Christian pul¬ 
pits, concerned churchmen are sound¬ 
ing a warning. It is not to say these 
have not been aware of the constant 
pressure of this minority religious group 
to force themselves into favored re¬ 
ligious and political channels. Every 
Protestant minister in America is aware 
of the denial of religious freedom in¬ 
herent in the prenuptial agreement of 
a Roman Catholic to the non-Catholic 
wherein the Protestant participant in 
such a marriage mortgages, binds the 
souls of the children to the Roman 
Catholic Church before they are born, 
swears never to try to evangelize his 
or her mate to his belief, recognizes the 
impossibility of the mate ever attend¬ 
ing his or her church without the con¬ 
demnation of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Every Protestant minister in 
America has for years been aware of 
the “indoctrination of truth” used by 
the Roman Catholic Church in ban¬ 
ning from reading any book which at¬ 
tacks or states an opposing religious 
doctrine to Roman Catholic; or which 
attempts to overthrow church disci¬ 
pline in any way ; or which opposes 
good morals as interpreted by the 
church; or which defends heresy in 
any way; or which declares divorce 
sometimes legitimate; or which favors 
birth control in any manner; or which 
justifies such fraternal orders as Masons 


as being useful; or . . . which prevents 
the reading of any version of the Holy 
Bible except the carefully culled and 
paraphrased Catholic Bible, particu¬ 
larly reworded where necessary to de¬ 
fend the dogma and creed of the [Ro¬ 
man] church. 

Protestants have long known that in 
such practice Roman Catholics were 
denying to others an immunity which 
they claim for themselves. Behind a 
shield of placing all which the Roman 
Catholic Church dictates under reli¬ 
gion they have demanded and, in many 
cases, had the respect of Protestant 
churches and church people who verily 
live by a principle, “Let us practice and 
teach with the same freedom which 
you do.” 

I say that this bold attempt to cap¬ 
ture political advantage for that church 
under the guise of being friends and 
particular defenders against Com¬ 
munism is a “cheap trick,” and Protes¬ 
tant America is not going to be easily 
fooled. 

There is a growing awareness of the 
futility of the Roman Catholic Church 
to meet Communism. With its careful 
guard around what it considers truth, 
its people are poorly prepared to toss 
the ideas around which concern Com¬ 
munism and thus poorly prepared to 
evaluate it. It is of note that in Eu¬ 
rope the Roman Catholic Church has 
met defeat with Communism on every 
hand [and in countries which are pre¬ 
dominately Roman Catholic]. Com¬ 
munism has yet to prove victor in a 
predominantly Protestant country. 
This Vatican State which claims to 
have such strong convictions against 
Communism is surrounded in Italy by 
more communists per head than any¬ 
where outside of the iron curtain. 
“Physician heal thyself!” If it has met 
defeat on every hand near its own 
little State, how can the United Nations 
or the United States expect much help 
from this ally in its mortal combat 
against Communism? Surely, after our 
recent wedding with Russia against 
Hitler and subsequently finding our 
warrior friend was even more vicious 
than the German Fuehrer, we as a na¬ 
tion should be wary of aligning our¬ 
selves with a so-called friend which 
would only “use us” and the “one re¬ 
maining source of wealth” in its domain 
to further its own ends. 
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Who is God's Ambassador to Amer¬ 
ica? Surely Protestants will say it is 
not a Papal State or an infallible pope, 
and we will not either bow before him 
or subject our beloved country to his 
sovereign rule. ... For us Jesus Christ 
is God's Ambassador to America. . . . 

We believe in the New Testament 
doctrine by faith and confession. The 
willing yielding of self to God, the 
choosing to follow Him where He 
leads. This is the opposite of salvation 
by priests and sacraments. We, too, 
have our sacraments but they are aids 
to living, means of grace. . . . We do 
not hold to a priesthood as a separate 
and divine order; but believe in the 
priesthood of believers. Laymen and 
clergy have equal access to God through 
Christ without hindrances other than 
those which each individual creates in 
his own heart. . . . 

Protestants believe in the right of 
private judgment, and this is basic to 
all we believe. We do not submit to the 
commands of authority other than we 
receive our marching orders from the 
lips and teaching and spirit of Christ, 
Himself. In spiritual matters we do 
not obey commands of the church; 
we make moral choices based upon 
reason, open discussion, experience, ed¬ 
ucation and divine guidance through 
prayer. We follow a good conscience 
that has listened to and is willing to 
take orders from Christ. 

Because of these the individual man 
takes on new dignity and self-respect. 
He does not have to join a Holy Order 
or lock himself in an abbey to become 
holy; nor do his ministers need to re¬ 
frain from marriage. Marriage with 
all its blessings is a way to holiness, 
and that one can best interpret holy 
experience of life who has a part in 
family life with all its intimate cares 
and loves. 

We need to cherish these beliefs and 
keep their cutting edge sharp. The 
late war was a desperate battle be¬ 
tween dictators and those willing to 
die for freedom. Today, we are in mor¬ 
tal combat with Russia and an “ism” 
that considers religion only an opiate; 
and, in the last analysis, will either con¬ 
trol the believer or snuff out all faith. 

The church of Rome operates upon 
principles which are enemies of free¬ 
dom and tolerance. Separation of 
Church and State, the free public 
school, freedom of conscience for all— 
the church of Rome simply does not 
believe in these, and where it becomes 
a majority in a country, such as Argen¬ 
tina or Spain, freedom is suppressed 
immediately. Said John Sutherland 
Bonnell, after a visit to Spain last 
summer: “As a Protestant clergyman 
I would prefer today to be preaching in 
Prague, behind the iron curtain, than 
in any city in Spain.” . . . 






Basil King lias said that we can 
choose to follow the stars by which our 
fathers traveled, or we can simply fol¬ 
low the route marked out by dead 
campfires! We can forget the stars and 
go back and forth over old trails—the 
old trails marked by burned-out camp¬ 
fires which have become a matter of 
cold creeds and doctrines ill related to 
life. Or in a living faith in a living 
Lord we choose the stars and religious 
experience centered around the camp¬ 
fires of living experiences to which we 
ourselves have set the flame. When we 
live our experiences, they become a 
vital living flame. We become some¬ 
thing of Jesus’ hope when He said, 
“You are the light of the world.” Mar¬ 
tin Luther expressed something of this 
hope in the early days of the Protestant 
Reformation: 

“Thou must not place thy decision 
on the pope, nor on any other person. 
Thou must thyself be so skillful that 
thou canst say: God says this and not 
that. Thou must bring thine own con¬ 
science into play so that thou inayest 
boldlv and defiantlv crv: This is God’s 
world! On it I will risk my body and 
life, and a hundred necks if I had 
them.” 

(The End) 


TEXAS GRAND LODGE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS WEEK 

Following the plan initiated in 1951 
by Past Grand Master W. J. Burris, 
M.’.W.L Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Texas A.F. & A.M., Gibb Gil¬ 
christ, has issued a Proclamation for the 
Second Observance of Public Schools 
Week in that state to the Masters, War- 
dens and Brethren of the several Lodges 
of Texas. The Proclamation reads in 
part: 

“Never in history have so many peo¬ 
ple throughout the world been denied 
access to authentic sources of informa¬ 
tion. Never before were the forces of 
thought-control more powerful, and 
never was the need for a public school 
system greater. 

“Now, again, every Mason in Texas 
will be given an opportunity to fur¬ 
nish evidence of the sincerity of his pro¬ 
fessions of regard for our public schools 
by individually participating in Public 
Schools Week. 

“We believe that every child is en¬ 
titled to receive, without cost, in a tax- 
supported public school an education 
suited to his needs and capabilities— 
and in the best schools, and with the 
best teachers, that can be provided. 

“We believe that only as every citi¬ 
zen and taxpayer, parent or not, be¬ 
comes actively interested in our public 
schools will they reach their highest 
efficiency. 


“We believe that our public schools 
teach what the people want taught; but 
that what the people want taught should 
be determined by an informed opinion, 
based on knowledge. 

“We believe that Public Schools 
W r eek affords an opportunity for the 
people to obtain the information they 
should have.” 

The Grand Master proclaimed the 
week beginning March 2, 1952, as Pub¬ 
lic Schools Week in Texas, and then 
requested and directed: 

“That Masonic Lodges in Texas per¬ 
form no work during said week, nor al¬ 
low any Masonic building to be used 
during said week except stated meetings 
or those devoted entirely to matters 
concerning education and our Public 
Schools Week. 

“That all Masons within the angle 
of their work visit a public school, and 
assist in promoting Public Schools 
Week.” 

The Grand Master authorized the 
appointment of a Public Schools Week 
Committee within each Lodge of the 
state to acquaint all Brethren with his 
wishes in this respect and to cooperate 
with schools and all others in develop¬ 
ing appropriate programs, and that his 
proclamation be read at each stated 
meeting prior to March 2, 1952. 

According to the Texas Grand Lodge 
Magazine of January, 1952, the Breth¬ 
ren of the Lone Star State are going 
about the observation of Public Schools 
Week in a thorough manner. Learning 
from last year's observation, the Com¬ 
mittee on Education and Service has 
assisted Grand Master Gilchrist in com¬ 
piling a comprehensive guide for lodge 
officers, which is the result of a close 
study of the experience of last year in 
preparation of lodge programs, and in¬ 
dividual participation of Master Ma¬ 
sons, in their community-wide observ¬ 
ance. The committee consists of the 
following Brethren: Rogers Kelley, 
P.G.M., L. E. Gillett, M? P. Flynn, 
John McKee, Claud L. Austin, P.G.M., 
R. Bruce Brannon, P.G.M., and Horace 
K. Jackson, P.G.M. E. R. 


WHY COPY SENT TO A PAPER 
IS OFTEN EDITED 

Publications which receive items and 
other matter from their readers often 
have occasion to turn such over to their 
rewrite editors, with the result that the 
article in its original form is sometimes 
not recognized by the sender, and not 
infrequently to his or her displeasure. 

The reasons for the rewrite are set 
forth by a columnist of the Jolmson- 
burg Press of Pennsylvania, as follows: 

“ ‘Whenever I bring in a news item, 
why do you always change it all 
around?' 


“That question is one of the most 
frequently asked in every home town 
newspaper office in the country. Some¬ 
times it is asked in considerable ex¬ 
asperation. 

“The answer is, of course, that news 
stories are easier to read, better under- 
stood, take less space, when they are 
written to conform to a somewhat flex¬ 
ible pattern. That style, developed over 
the years, is fairly uniform in all news¬ 
papers because it was designed to evalu¬ 
ate the facts for their news value and 
tell them quickly and clearly. 

“A well-written, straight news story 
presents its outstanding information in 
the opening paragraph, or lead. What 
follows after that is amplification, ad¬ 
ditional details. 

“There are excellent reasons why 
news story style is best, among them: 

(1) The reader can quickly read the 
lead, and quit there if the story fails to 
interest him or her. (2) It permits cut¬ 
ting or reducing the length of a story, 
to get it into a particular place in the 
paper, by eliminating from the bottom. 

As these bottom paragraphs contain 
less important details, their removal 
will not seriously reduce the informa¬ 
tion the story is conveying. 

“The editor tries to pack his paper 
with as much news as he can get, writ¬ 
ten in clear, readable style and arranged 
to give the paper a varied and attrac- j. 
tive appearance. Yet he cannot pre- 
pare the entire content of an issue in 
an hour or a day. 

“Because writing, editing, setting 
type, putting the type in the page forms, 
printing, addressing and delivering take 
time, they must start early enough to 
conclude at a specified time each issue. 

If news stories are not written so they 
can be made to fit the space assigned 
to them, much time will be lost and the 
paper will contain fewer stories and be 
less interesting. 

“The editor is a specialist whose 
stock-in-trade is an understanding of 
what interests people. He welcomes 
news and does his best to present it in 
accurate, readable, interesting form. 

“Next time you bring in a news item, 
and it is ‘changed all around/ remember 
that it was rewritten into news style to 
help you make it of interest to thp 
greatest possible number of readers of 
the paper. ...” 


What has Masonry gained by your 
membership? You have been permitted 
to enjoy its privileges and drink at the 
fountain of knowledge it has provided 
for you. What have you given in re¬ 
turn? Is one human heart happier to¬ 
day because of good deeds you have 
done in the name of Masonry ?—The 
Craftsman , Miami Beach , Fla. 
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BILL OF RIGHTS DAY IN THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

R. H. Hempel, LL.B., Secretary 
Committee for the Preservation of 
Civil and Religious Liberty 


G OVERNOR Arthur B. Langlie pro¬ 
claimed December 15,1951, Bill of 
Rights Day in the State of Washington 
when every citizen was urged to take 
“inventory” of the Bill of Rights. 

In a great mass meeting held in the 
Masonic Auditorium, November 29th, 
in Seattle, Washington, Dr. Paul Blan- 
shard exhorted people everywhere to 
emphasize the First Amendment to the 
Constitution on Bill of Rights Day. 

While Thomas Jefferson was at the 
court of Louis XVI in France, he wrote 
to James Madison that, in drawing up 
the Constitution of the United States, 
the exclusion of a Bill of Rights was 
a major defect. He wrote as follows: 

“I will now tell you what I do not 
like. First, the omission of a Bill of 
Rights, providing clearly, and with¬ 
out the aid of sophism, for religious 
freedom, freedom of the press, protec¬ 
tion against standing armies, restric¬ 
tion of monopolies, the eternal and un¬ 
remitting forces of the habeas corpus 
gpt laws, and trials by jury in all matters 
of fact triable by the laws of the land, 
and not by the laws of nations.” 

The dictionary states a sophist was 
“one of a class of men who taught 
eloquence, philosophy, and politics in • 
ancient Greece, and who by their use 
of subtle and fallacious reasoning drew 
upon themselves general contempt and 
hatred.” 

Doctor Blanshard emphasized we are 
in a great crisis in church-state rela¬ 
tions in this country due to the appoint¬ 
ment of General Clark to be the first 
ambassador to the Vatican State. He 
stated the American principle of sepa¬ 
ration of Church and State is a distinc¬ 
tive doctrine and means a “free church 
in a free state.” This principle of a 
“clean separation” avoids the entangle¬ 
ments of “fringe benefits.” The earners 
nose gets into the tent first, by federal 
aid in the matter of school lunches to 
parochial school children. Then comes 
aid in the form of free transportation 
to parochial school children. Logically, 
the next step is free textbooks, then the 
building of parochial school buildings 
by the state. This can only lead to the 
ultimate Catholic doctrine which was 
l 0 stated clearly in the Roman Catholic 
Tablet of November 5, 1938: 

“Heresy is an awful crime against 
e God, and those who start a heresy are 
e more guilty than they who are traitors 
to the civil government. If the state has 


the right to punish treason with death, 
the principle is. the same that concedes 
to the spiritual authority the power of 
life and death over the arch-traitor to 
truth and divine revelation, and law 7 , 
and government. . . . Self-defense im¬ 
plies the right to take another life 
when necessary to preserve one’s owm 
life. Only in such necessity has the 
church acted, and she has done only 
w'hat self-defense required.” 

“Catholic Digest” of January, 1944, 
page 83,stated: “No one has a real right 
to accept any religion except the Cath¬ 
olic religion, or to be a member of any 
other church, or to practice any form 
of divine worship save that commanded 
by the Catholic Church. The Catholic, 
convinced that the Catholic religion is 
the only true religion, is intolerant to¬ 
ward other creeds. No reasonable per¬ 
son can object to that attitude, for if 
the Catholic religion is true, all others 
must be false.” 


VIEWS ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

George W. Parker, 32° 

955 N. Madison St., Arlington 5, Va. 

T HE free public school is probably 
the greatest factor in the United 
States that is giving unity to and pre¬ 
serving this nation. 

Dictatorships like Hitler’s, Stalin’s, 
etc., in order to preserve their type of 
government, always grab control of 
the schools, knowing that the subjects 
taught to the future citizens must be 
slanted to favor the dictator type of 
government. Free schools would not 
preserve a dictatorship. 

Our American Forefathers realized 
this principle also. They passed law's 
for the establishment of schools. They 
knew* that America must have the type 
of school that w 7 ould preserve this gov¬ 
ernment, And, instead of slanting the 
subjects taught, our primary aim is to 
guard against the slanting of the sub¬ 
jects. Free schools operated by no spe¬ 
cial doctrine group w'ill give our young 
citizens both sides of questions—“con¬ 
sideration of competitive ideas.” 

It is believed that schools operated 
by a group representing a particular 
doctrine or dogma do not qualify as free 
schools, regardless of that group’s title. 
Therefore, in America today, the only 
free schools are the public schools and 
those private schools that are not con- 
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trolled by any special doctrine or 
dogma group. 

The citizens in this nation must con¬ 
trol the schools by democratic meth¬ 
ods, continually supporting and guard¬ 
ing oui' public school system. This is 
required for the continuation of free 
government. America has been pre¬ 
served thus far by a school system 
w T hieh has been 85 per cent or more 
public schools. What w r ould happen if 
other schools gained in percentage to 25 
per cent or 40 per cent? Would free 
government be preserved? 

From the above, it may be said that 
parochial and private schools which are 
controlled by a group representing a 
particular doctrine or dogma are not 
free schools. What is the worth of such 
schools in maintaining our liberties? 
Are these schools harming America by 
the fact that they are exposing young 
citizens to a nonfree school? Will this 
type of school preserve or give unity to 
America? 

Some people might say that every 
man should have the freedom to educate 
his own child. We would be taking 
away some of a man’s freedom if w’e 
demanded that he send his child to a 
public school. However, to preserve 
freedom, w r e know 7 that it has become 
necessary in the past to restrict or limit 
some freedoms in order to prevent de¬ 
struction of these same freedoms. For 
example, our country believes in free 
enterprise, but, w 7 hen men w T ere per¬ 
mitted to engage in free enterprise 
without any limitations, they began in¬ 
juring one another. The public welfare 
as a whole w r as in danger. So the Sher¬ 
man-Antitrust Law 7 w'as deemed neces¬ 
sary for the public good. This law 7 re¬ 
strains freedom to prevent destruction 
of freedom. This same principle can 
be applied to free schools and the exer¬ 
cise of that freedom of choice that 
parents now 7 have. 

The State of Oregon passed a law 
several years ago which made it man¬ 
dator} 7 for all children to attend the 
public schools. The law 7 w’as declared 
unconstitutional. If nonfree schools 
are permitted to increase in our na¬ 
tion, this point brought up in Oregon 
may arise again. 


The real use of Freemasonry in the 
w'orld is its effect on man outside of the 
lodge room. Its teachings and ritual, 
beautiful as they are, are only means, 
not ends. We are brought to light in 
order that we may let our light shine 
before men, that they may see our good 
w r orks and join us in glorifying the 
Great Architect of the Universe. If 
we fail to do this, w 7 e are untrue to our 
obligations and are unworthy Freema¬ 
sons.— Illinois Grand Lodge Report . 







CANADA, LIKE U.S.A., VICTIM 
OF VICIOUS CATHOLIC ACTION 


T HOSE Protestants who ignorantly 
look upon the Roman Catholic 
Church as merely another denomination 
like the Baptists, Methodists, Presby¬ 
terians, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Uni¬ 
tarians, Universalists or Christian Sci¬ 
entists, need to take a look to the north 
of this country of ours and fix their 
eves and minds on the Province of 
Quebec. Then they will realize that the 
Human Catholic Church is not merely 
another denomination but an Interna¬ 
tional Sovereignty, like the USSR, and 
just as totalitarian and just as much 
bent on world domination and control, 
and that all the Vatican's mouthings 
about its love of freedom and democ¬ 
racy are merely parts of a subtle mirage 
to mislead, not only their own members, 
but Protestants and other non-Cath- 
olics. 

The press in December brought to 
light a specific example of Roman 
Catholic tyranny in Quebec. Under 
orders from the Archbishop of that 
Province, the city council of Montreal 
passed a by-law, by a single vote get¬ 
ting the required two-thirds majority, 
compelling all stores to close on Roman 
Catholic holidays. This was the first 
test of it. Led by seven of the city's 
leading stores, which have taken the 
case against the by-law to the Superior 
Court, many other stores in the city as 
well as these seven stores kept open. 

The Sentinel, a National Protestant 
paper, whose address is Room 201, 73 
Adelaide Street W., Toronto 1, Canada, 
in its issue of December 20, 1951, 
stated: - 

“Not all the stores in Montreal were 
closed on the observance of the Roman 
Catholic Feast of the Immaculate Con¬ 
ception on December 8, 1951. . . . Apart 
from the inconvenience of not being 
able to do Saturday shopping, many 
people, including Roman Catholics, re¬ 
sented having to observe a Roman 
Catholic holiday against their convic¬ 
tions. Police, in gathering evidence 
against these ‘rebellious' stores, made 
purchases during the day. A dispatch 
from Montreal stated that if, after the 
first prosecution, a store repeats the 
offense, it will be padlocked. Shades 
of Franco, Peron and Mussolini in a 
Canadian city!” 

But that was not all. A mob of over 
100 Roman Catholic students from the 
University of Montreal carried on a 
demonstration against the stores that 
refused to close. Parading through the 
aisles of these stores, they shouted in 
French that “the law is for everybodv.” 
In regard to this student outburst, The 
Sentinel comments: 


“There is a significance in this, for 
‘the law’ in this case is the edict of the 
Roman Church, and the idea, of course, 
is that everyone, no matter what their 
creed, must obey. The by-law certainly 
was passed by the city council by the 
narrowest margin, but it came not 
spontaneously from the members of 
council, but on order from the Arch¬ 
bishop. The students, shall we say, 
represented the secular arm of the 
church, or Catholic Action, and, if this 
by-law is enforced to the letter, the 
Protestants of Montreal will soon learn, 
through other future restrictions, that 
they are living in a veritable papal en¬ 
clave and not a metropolis of the 
Dominion of Canada. It is to be hoped, 
in the interests of religious freedom, 
that the courts will decide that the by¬ 
law passed by the Montreal Council is 
ultra vires and against the public inter¬ 
est.” 

Americans well know how Canadians 
must feel over this church tyranny be¬ 
cause Cardinal Spellman of New York 
City in the past three years has put on 
several exhibitions of Roman Catholic 
political and economic power. On July 
13, 1948, the New York Board of Edu¬ 
cation, acting under Roman Catholic 
pressures, banned The Nation, nation¬ 
ally known liberal weekly, from the 
libraries of New York City's public 
schools, because that courageous maga¬ 
zine carried a series of articles by Paul 
Blanshard telling the truth about the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the fields of education, sci¬ 
ence, medicine, censorship of books, ra¬ 
dio, movies, and the exploitation of 
relics, medals and novenas for fund¬ 
raising purposes. 

On June 19, 1949, in a speech at 
Fordham University, Cardinal Spell¬ 
man called Congressman Graham A. 
Barden of North Carolina “a new 
apostle of bigotry” because the Con¬ 
gressman in his bill for Federal Aid to 
Education left out parochial schools and 
restricted Federal Aid to public schools 
only. In July, 1949, the same cardinal 
insulted Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
because in her newspaper column she 
insisted on her rights as an American 
citizen and came out flat-footed for 
keeping Church and State separate and 
sectarianism out of the public schools, 
and in restricting the expenditure of 
public funds to public schools and not 
any for parochial schools. For this the 
Cardinal, among many other ill-man¬ 
nered phrases, also called her guilty of 
“discrimination unworthy of an Amer¬ 
ican mother.” The American people 
from coast to coast promptly sat on 
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Cardinal Spellman. Whereupon the 
Cardinal, yielding to Roman Catholic 
democratic politicians of his own State, 
made his peace with the former First 
Lady. They told him bluntly that he 
either must do this or there would not 
be a democrat elected to public office in ^ 
New York for the next thirty years. 

The New York Cardinal's success in 
1950 in banning the popular motion 
picture, The Miracle, thus once more 
demonstrated Rome’s power to throttle 
freedom of thought and speech when¬ 
ever Protestants and other non-Cath- 
olics remain complacent. But, in this 
case, Protestants and other non-Roman- 
ists did fight back, but too late and too 
little, for Romanists held the public 
offices which make the decisions, or 
Protestants, fearful of Romanist re¬ 
prisals, did. But Cardinal Spellman 
did something he probably had not 
counted on, namely, he added to the 
sum total of ill will fast building up in 
the U.S.A. against the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy for its espousal and practice 
of that un-American, un-Democratic 
and subversive doctrine known as 
Catholic Action. 

But the experience of Cardinal Spell¬ 
man was evidently forgotten by his 
brother archbishop in the southern part 
of California, Rev. J. Francis A. Mac¬ 
Intyre, whose bailiwick is Los Angeles. 
This prelate of Rome did not like Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's remarks on a g 
three-minute philosophical broadcast ^ 
over CBS. It was purposely made a 
philosophical broadcast by Edward R. 
Murrow so as not to offend anyone's 
religious beliefs (just why religious be¬ 
liefs should be so robustly protected 
while all other beliefs have to survive 
or perish on their merits is a point far 
from clear or logical to many students 
of the subject). 

But be that as it may, Mrs. Roose¬ 
velt, in referring to the question of 
survival after death, is reported as say¬ 
ing: 

“I came to feel it didn’t really matter 
very much because whatever the future 
holds, you have to face it, just as what¬ 
ever life holds, you have to face it in 
exactly the same way.” That was not 
in line with Roman Catholic dogma 
about purgatory, hell and heavenly 
choirs of angels, so the archbishop, in 
his diocesan paper, The Tidings, de¬ 
nounced Mrs. Roosevelt as an agnostic 
and thus unfit to serve as chairman of 
the Human Rights Commission. His 
exact words were: “A strange situation 
that one who is chairman of the Human 
Rights Commission should, on the ques¬ 
tion of religion, assume the role of an ^ 
agnostic and a fatalist. This is particu- |f 
larly so since the commission is fashion¬ 
ing a bill of human rights to be accepted 
by the world. Does this mean an 
agnostic or atheistic world?” In the 



December 11, 1951, issue of The Daily 
Compass of New York City, its bril¬ 
liant columnist, Mr. I. F. Stone, answers 
the archbishop's question with these 
words: “It certainly does not mean a 
Roman Catholic world, or a Christian 
world, or a Moslem world, or a Jewish 
world, or a Hindu world. It is as im¬ 
possible to have respect for human 
rights in a world dominated by one 
creed as in a country with an official 
religion. The only safe chairman for a 
Commission on Human Rights would be 
an agnostic. [An atheist often tends to 
be as violently fanatical as a believer.] 
In a world of many diverse beliefs, 
there can be mutual respect and civil 
peace only if there is enough of the 
saving grace of skepticism to keep men 
from cutting each other's throats over 
their beliefs. 

“A man who wholeheartedly believes 
in any creed, whether it be religious or 
political, simply could not and cannot 
be trusted to respect everyone's rights. 
Can a passionately faithful Catholic 
really believe that a man has a right to 
spread Protestant heresy? Can a pas¬ 
sionately faithful Communist really be¬ 
lieve that a man has a right to spread 
'counter-revolutionary' ideas? It is only 
those w r ho doubt who can be trusted to 
enforce some semblance of rights for 
everybody. . . . 

“The beginning of wisdom is to see 
that one's truths are but partial. The 
beginning of charity is to admit that we 
all may be somewhat wrong. It is this 
compassionate skepticism which an 
endlessly quarrelsome humanity needs. 
We could do with more agnostics like 
Mrs. Roosevelt and fewer self-righteous 
bishops." 

Canada is now getting an overdose 
of ecclesiastical totalitarianism. The 
U.S.A. has long had more than its share 
and will generously give its sunplv to 
its neighbors to the north. S. W. 


THEY FOLLOWED THE HERD 

Whenever I am informed by a sales¬ 
man who is trying to sell me something 
that the item he is showing me is identi¬ 
cally the same as one worn or used by 
Bing Crosby or President Truman or 
Robert Taylor or someone else—I al¬ 
ways find it convenient to reject it. 
And, whenever I see a full-page politi¬ 
cal advertisement in which some candi¬ 
date for. office lists the names of a 
couple hundred of the people who en¬ 
dorse him, I immediately lose a lot of 
interest in that candidate. 

I don’t know why the mere fact that 
some movie star wears a certain tie or 
sport coat, or uses a certain gadget, that 
I should feel elevated or elated or in 
some manner improved by wearing or 


using the same thing. And what Joe 
Doaks thinks of Joe Mutz as a candi¬ 
date for Congress or county commis¬ 
sioner should not impress me because 
Joe Doaks may be a brother-in-law or 
a creditor oi Joe Mutz, and not only 
that — who is Joe Doaks and what 
standards does he use in judging the 
availability or competence of someone 
seeking election to public office? 

I don't care what Mrs. Eleanor Roose¬ 
velt thinks about the Marshall Plan, 
nor do I care what Senator McCarthy 
thinks about President Truman or vice 
versa. And just because some movie 
star is willing to sell an endorsement— 
along with his picture holding a glass 
of whiskey—does not make me feel that, 
if I drank the same stuff, it would im¬ 
mediately make me a man of distinc¬ 
tion. And, whenever a ham actor with 
a walkie-talkie approaches me on the 
street and wants me to tell his little 
microphone what I think of a certain 
brand of coffee, I have no hesitancy in 
telling him what I think of walkie- 
talkie comedians in general. 

I have never been able to understand 
why people always want to go in a herd. 
I don't know why milliners always want 
to make all the women wear “off the 
face" hats one year, or some other type 
that destroys all individuality and 
makes every woman look as though she 
didn’t have a mind of her own. Why 
do salespeople insist that every cus¬ 
tomer should be interested in some arti¬ 
cle just because someone in Paris or 
New York said, “This is it for 1952"? 

Animals go in herds. Birds go in 
flocks. Fish go in schools. Bees go in 
swarms. But why does the average hu¬ 
man being, endowed with intelligence 
and freedom of choice, invariably act 
on the impulse that moves a herd in this 
or that direction?— The Trestle Board , 
St. Paid, Minn. 


POPE IS NOW FOR SAVING LIFE 

OF MOTHER INSTEAD OF FOETUS 

The storm started by Paul Blanshard 
in his book American Freedom and 
Catholic Power (Beacon Press, Boston, 
Mass.), in which he exposed the bar¬ 
barism and what many regard as the 
criminality of the Roman Catholic 
Church in ordering doctors to let the 
mother die in childbirth rather than the 
unborn foetus, has resulted in the pope's 
softening and all but completely re¬ 
versing himself. 

The Church of England calls the 
pope's ruling “cruel." The Free Church 
of Scotland described the papal state¬ 
ment as “harsh and heartless." In its 
magazine, The Monthly Record , a pub¬ 
lication of the Free Church, it charac¬ 
terized the pope's statement as showing 
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his “thoroughgoing policy" to have the 
Vatican “dominate every sphere of hu¬ 
man life and its conduct.” 

On October 29, 1951, the pope ad¬ 
dressed a meeting of Italian obstetri¬ 
cians and told them that it was “a noble 
aim to save the mother's life; but the 
direct killing of the baby to that end 
is not permitted." 

In the meantime, the pope and his 
business agents, the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy, have been hearing from the 
public with increasing volumes of dis¬ 
gust, so on November 28, 1951—just 
one day less than a month w r hen he 
made his first revolting ruling—he de¬ 
cided he had better “clarify" his first 
ruling else he might be too badly 
thought of in the U.S.A., whence comes 
most of his money. Thus it comes to 
pass that the pope allows obstetricians 
to save the life of the mother instead 
of the child. Under a maze of Jesuit¬ 
ical sophistry the pope never meant it 
that way in the first place—he was all 
for saving the life of the mother in¬ 
stead of the foetus if there had to be a 
choice between the two—but this was 
before Mr. Blanshard exposed Roman 
Catholic official teaching on the sub¬ 
ject that would sacrifice the life of the 
mother to save the unborn foetus. 

S. W. 


Many people are despondent not be¬ 
cause of something they can explain 
to you, but simply because they have 
so little hope for anything. Don’t mis¬ 
take their hopelessness as a result of 
their condition—it is the chief cause 
of it. And while I know it seems silly 
to say so, still the cure for hopelessness 
is hope. That is why it seems so foolish 
to go on despairing with so easy a 
remedy ever at hand as long as life 
exists. . . . Whatever means you use, 
you must awaken your interest, di¬ 
rectly or indirectly. For it is interest 
that releases and directs the energy— 
your energy gets things done by action 
—and action brings its reward, wages, 
and good health.— Joseph A. Sadony in 
To You. 


Masonry to the superficial, to the 
purely earthy man, is nothing; to the 
self-centered individual it is a stum¬ 
bling block, and to the ignorant it is 
foolishness. But to the earnest seeker 
after truth, to the man w r ho is conscious 
of human dignity and the value of hu¬ 
man nature in the scheme of things, it 
is a Godly voice calling him to love and 
labour, to succour and to guide his fel¬ 
low men and to enrich himself upon its 
graces and its values, and thereby equip 
himself for life, and even eternal life.— 
Rev. S. Sargeant, The Masonic Record , 
London. 









PRAYER 

Richard O. Dixon, 32° 

P. O. Box 5300, Albuquerque, N. M. 

H AVE you, my Brethren, ever dwelt 
upon the following questions: 

In w T hom do you place your trust? 

To whom do you turn in your hour 
of despair? 

Why pray? 

Much has been said about those ques¬ 
tions, and a great deal more remains 
to be imparted to further enlighten us. 

Let us first break down the word 
trust. It has several meanings, among 
them being belief, faith, confidence, de¬ 
pendence on, and reliance on. The 
Lord our God is all our trust. It is He 
who gives life, strength, happiness and 
hope of immortality. 

Faith is an absolute requirement for 
the guidance of man. Woe be to him 
who does not possess it, because his 
burdens and tribulations will be great. 
If our trust is not in or with the Lord, 
we have no one to turn to for spiritual 
solace in our hour of need. 

The Twenty-first Psalm informs us, 
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not 
want.” If we shall not want, spiritually, 
we must turn to the Lord and seek His 
assistance through the medium of 
prayer. 

The power of God has nc bounds. 
He is the Principle of everything that 
exists. He is eternal, immovable and 
the Supreme Intelligence of the Uni¬ 
verse, and it is no small wonder that 
men call upon Him for aid in their 
undertakings and relief from their trials 
and tribulations. 

The seeking of God’s aid at any time 
is not shameful; on the other hand, it 
adds to the dignity and stature of man. 

By placing our trust or faith in and 
seeking the Lord for our spiritual up¬ 
lift, we must pray. Our prayers must 
be for spiritual illumination, in order 
that we may obtain that degree of 
light by which we can aid our soul 
on its long journey until it has reached 
that final point of perfection and is 
ready to return to God. 

To deny the effect of prayer is to 
deny the effect of faith and love. Its 
effects are far-reaching. It is a positive 
spiritual magnetism wffiich connects the 
human soul with the Deity. In our 
daily communion with the Deity, vre 
should ever seek spiritual aid for our 
souls in order to have them perfect for 
their return to God. 


THE VOICE OF AMERICA 

We quote the following article from 
the National Council Outlook , official 
publication of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.: 


“The struggle between Communism 
and the free world must finally be won 
at the moral and spiritual level. Nec¬ 
essary as military and economic meas¬ 
ures are, the final issue will be in an¬ 
other realm. It will center in the 
question: Which can demonstrate the 
better way of life? 

“Americans tend to assume that a bet¬ 
ter life is synonymous w r ith a higher 
material standard of living. But to 
do so is to fall into the Marxist error 
of thinking that the economic aspect 
of life is what determines everything 
else. We need the constant reminder 
that 'a man’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of things he possesses.’ 

“We may well take to heart some 
comments on this subject spoken not 
long ago by a friend of America from 
another country, Dr. Charles Malik, 
Lebanese Minister to the United States. 
Here is what this distinguished Eastern 
Orthodox layman said: 

“ The trouble is that you in America, 
who have a great spiritual heritage and 
a great spiritual message to give to the 
rest of the world, are not giving it. You 
give the impression that in America 
only material things count, and in your 
struggle with Russia you are trying to 
beat her with her ow T n weapons. 

“ ‘Russia says that Communism will 
give the common people a high stand¬ 
ard of living. So you say, “That’s 
nothing; Democracy will give them a 
higher standard.” When the Russians 
say, “We will give every man a house,” 
you say, “Democracy will give him a 
mansion.” If the Russians say, “Com¬ 
munism will give every man an automo¬ 
bile,” you say, “That’s nothing, De¬ 
mocracy will give him two automo¬ 
biles.” Should the Russians say, “Com¬ 
munism will give every man a radio,” 
you retort, “Democracy will give him 
a television set.” 

“ ‘So on and on you try to outbid 
Russia at the level of gross^material- 
ism. You forget that human greed is 
insatiable. You can never satisfy it. 
Even if you do outbid the Russians on 
that level, they have won, because it is 
the materialism that has won and not 
the spiritual ideals that so-called Chris¬ 
tian America professes.’ ” 


AUTO AS MASS KILLER MORE 
DEADLY THAN WAR 

The Automotive News , of January 7, 
1952, on the above subject, stated: 

“The auto will out-pace war as a mass 
killer of Americans sometime in Feb¬ 
ruary, when its fatality toll will ex¬ 
ceed for the first time in history the 
total of the nation’s military dead since 
1775, unless the new year starts with a 
marked decline in traffic deaths and Ko¬ 
rean casualties increase greatly in the 
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meantime, according to Association of 
Casualty and Surety Companies. 

“At the end of the first year and a 
half of the Korean conflict on Decem¬ 
ber 25, military deaths in all United 
States wars since the Revolution started ^ 
had reached approximately 1,004,000 
according to the association’s compara¬ 
tive study of war and traffic fatalities. 

“The auto killed its millionth victim 
December 22. Its toll on Christmas 
Day, when the Korean war was 18 
months old, was approximately 500 
over that historic mark, 3,500 below 
the all-time total war deaths but 56,500 
higher than the tally of 944,000 motor 
vehicle fatalities at the start of the 
Korean war on June 25, 1950. In the 
same 18 months the Department of De¬ 
fense has reported about 17,800 U. S. 
military deaths in Korea. 

“Barring resumption of full-scale war 
and far greater American casualties in 
Korea or a huge reduction in the motor 
vehicle toll during the next few weeks, 
the auto will soon overcome war’s head 
start of 125 years in which 530,000 
military deaths had occurred before 
the motor age claimed its first victim 
just before the 20th century began, the 
association declared. 

“At the 18-month mark of Korean 
hostilities, traffic fatalities were occur¬ 
ring seven times faster than those of 
war, claiming in one day as many Amer- ^ 
ican lives as the total lost in one week’s 
fighting in Korea. 

“The historic death race between 
these two mass killers toward their re¬ 
spective million marks ended with w r ar 
claiming the life of a new unknown 
soldier ‘GI-X,’ in Korea last September 
3 or 4, according to the association.” 


We are all ready to pay our share of 
huge costs necessary for defense a- 
gainst Communism and to maintain 
essential good government—but we 
must not tolerate throwing away our 
money through unnecessary expendi¬ 
tures. Every unnecessary dollar we per¬ 
mit our government to spend is a de¬ 
gree of power we have surrendered. 
When we insist that the government 
stop its wild spending, in that instant 
we shall have stripped a future gov¬ 
ernment of pow T er to endanger Ameri¬ 
can principles and ideals. 

Thomas Jefferson recognized this 
when he said: “The greatest security 
against the introduction of corrupt prac¬ 
tices and principles in our government 
is to make the continuance of an ad¬ 
ministration depend on keeping public { 
expenses to a minimum. It is not only 
a matter of saving billions of taxes, 
but of saving the soul of America.”— 

R. A. Stillbaugh , Editor , Masonic 
Chronicler. 





100,000 AMERICANS ARE DOOMED 
TO DIE OF DYSTROPHY 

The strange and mysterious muscular 
disease called dystrophy is defined in a 
recent edition of Webster s Jntema- 
m tional Dictionary as, “imperfect or 
faulty nutrition.” It is possible that 
imperfect or faulty nutrition of some 
kind may be the cause of the disease, 
but the disease itself is the wasting 
away of muscular tissue, the‘cause of 
which is not actually known. 

The prefix dys is Greek and signifies 
“ill, hard, bad, difficult and the like, 
and trophy is a combining form denot¬ 
ing nutrition. The word atrophy, mean¬ 
ing a wasting of the body or any part of 
it, combined with the Greek term myo, 
meaning muscle, would be the more apt 
word to define what is meant, for then 
we would have myoatrophy, meaning 
the wasting away of a muscle or muscu¬ 
lar system, which is said to be actually 
taking place in the 100,000 American 
victims of this disease. 

Myopathia is any affection of the 
muscle or muscular system without de¬ 
fining what the affection is. 

The cause of the disease called dys¬ 
trophy is not yet definitely known. It 
has attacked whole families of children, 
as noted in a family of boys in New 
Jersey. More than half of the victims 
are children between the ages of three 
and thirteen, though in the cases of the 
^ New Jersey boys most of them are older 
than thirteen. 

The medical profession is acquainted 
with diseased muscles under various 
names. One which would seem to cor¬ 
respond with the disease called dys¬ 
trophy is pseudohypertrophy, meaning 
the enlargement of muscles by fatty 
degeneration. It is a rare paralysis 
beginning in early life, progressing 
through the years to fatality, ending 
and characterized by atrophy of muscu¬ 
lar fibers affecting various muscles of 
the body. It is more frequent in males 
and is apt to run in families, say medi¬ 
cal authorities. 

Like cancer, arthritis and certain 
phases of heart disease, the cause and 
treatment of dystrophy has become of 
such concern that funds are being raised 
for research purposes. 

In his Sunday evening broadcasts, 
Drew Pearson has done much to arouse 
public sentiment to the need of doing 
something about dystrophy. Accord¬ 
ing to a recent statement in the press, 
a number of outstanding citizens have 
only recently become aware of the 
! devastation among the young of this 
, # killer disease. Among them is the Hon- 
j orable William C. Douglas, Associate 
. Justice of the United States Supreme 

1 Court, who has become honorary ehair- 

\ c man of the drive against this disease. 

According to a recent statement in 


Between Cedars, edited and published 
by Wm. Homer Carroll, Silver Spring, 
Maryland, the Tall Cedars of Lebanon 
are providing a fund, as he states, “to 
establish and maintain Research Lab¬ 
oratories in assisting in the combatting 
of the ‘Killer Disease’—Muscular Dys¬ 
trophy, which activity has been adopted 
as the National Objective of Cedarism.” 

Thus we see three playgrounds of 
Freemasonry—the Shrine, Grotto and 
now Cedarism—engaged in great chari¬ 
ties affecting the welfare of all man¬ 
kind. How proud we should be about 
what they are doing—the Shrine Hos¬ 
pitals for Crippled Children; the 
Grotto, “The Forgotten Child”—par¬ 
ticularly in cases of cerebral palsy, and 
the Tall Cedars, in cases of muscular 
dystrophy. 


A “tANDID ATE FOR THE 
MASONIC DEGREES AT 100 

Frank Wheeler of Muscoda, Wiscon¬ 
sin, at the age of 100 petitioned Mus¬ 
coda Lodge No. 70, F. & A.M., and was 
accepted as a candidate for the Ma¬ 
sonic Degrees. On February 8,1952, he 
received the Entered Apprentice De¬ 
gree in the Masonic Temple at Rich¬ 
land Center, as the Masonic accommo¬ 
dations at Muscoda were not large 
enough to receive all the Brethren who 
were expected to attend the ceremonies. 
He plans to receive the Second and 
Third Degrees as soon as the Lodge 
authorizes the work. When the Mas¬ 
ter Mason Degree is conferred upon the 
“Judge,” the ceremony will be held in 
the Masonic Temple at Madison, as it 
is expected that Brethren will come 
from all over the state to be present. 
Judge Wheeler’s son Roy, age 71, is a 
member of Commonwealth Lodge No. 
325, Madison, and the Master of this 
Lodge has assigned him a part in the 
ritualistic work. Mr. Wheeler got his 
title of “Judge” by serving forty-five 
years as a justice of the peace in Mus¬ 
coda. 


THE WAY THINGS LOOK 
FROM WHERE I SIT 

The people of California in opposing 
Bill 3383 are endeavoring to lighten the 
tax burden of the Catholic laymen as 
well as all the citizens of the state. If 
Bill 3383 becomes law, then all re¬ 
ligious schools become equal before that 
law. 

Now let us say, for argument s sake, 
that the Catholic layman now pays one 
dollar for public and one dollar for the 
support of parochial schools. The Lu¬ 
theran layman does likewise, and so do 
the Episcopalian and Seventh Day Ad¬ 
ventist for the support of their church 
schools and the public schools. Under 
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the present setup that is all he has to 
pay, but, if Bill 3383 becomes law, the 
Catholic will have to dig down into his 
pocket to help support not only his 
parochial and the public schools which 
he does now, blit he will have to earn' 
his share of taxes for the support of all 
the religious schools in the state. 

The passing of Bill 3383 will not 
lighten the school tax burden for any 
religious group. The only way that 
can be accomplished is for any par¬ 
ticular religious group to have a law 
passed by the Federal Government de¬ 
claring that religious sect is the only 
one that can operate a religious school 
in the United States. In view of all 
this, I for one cannot see why the [Ro¬ 
man] Catholic Register is so bitter 
towards those who oppose this bill. I 
may be wrong but it has always been 
my belief that the Catholic layman 
would not be permitted to support the 
Lutheran Church any quicker than he 
would be permitted to support the Ma¬ 
sonic Lodge. If this is true—then why 
are Catholies so anxious for this bill to 
be passed? Is it possible they think 
that eventually the Catholic Church 
will have exclusive rights to the opera¬ 
tion of religious schools in the United 
States?—A. R. “Lon” McAdams, 32°, 
K.C.C.H., Fresno Scottish Rite Bulletin. 


THIS IS FRIENDSHIP 

I love you, not only for what you are, 
but for what I am when I am with you. 

I love you, not only for what you 
have made of yourself, but for what 
you are making of me. 

I love you for the part of me that 
ybu bring out. 

I love you for putting your hand into 
my heaped-up heart and passing over 
all the frivolous and weak things that 
you cannot help seeing there, and draw¬ 
ing out into the light all the beautiful 
radiant things that no one else has 
looked quite far enough to find. 

I love you for closing your eyes to 
the discords in me, and adding to the 
music in me by worshipful listening. _ 

I love you for ignoring the possibili¬ 
ties of the fool in me and for laying 
firm hold of the possibilities of good in 

me. , , . 

I love you because you are helping 
me to make of the lumber of my life 
not a tavern, but a temple, and of the 
words of my days, not a reproach, but 
a song. 

I love you because you have done 
more than any creed could have done 

to make me happy. 

You have done it without a touch, 
without a word, without a sign. 

You have done it by being yourself. 
After all, perhaps this is what being 
a friend means.— The Craftsman. 
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NOTICE 


There is no charge for the Scottish Rite News Bulletin, which is sent without any obligation whatever upon 
the part of the recipient. It is the property of the Supreme Council, 33° (Mother Council of the World), Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, and is under the direct supervision of Sovereign 
Grand Commander John H. Cowles, 33°, with Acting Grand Secretary General C. F. Kleinknecht, 33° Honorary, 
Business Manager. 

This Bulletin is published as a contribution to the welfare and happiness of the nation by diffusing informa¬ 
tion concerning education and civics, and it is hoped the widest use may be made of the data contained therein. 
Any of the material may be used at any lime, w'ith or without credit to the Scottish Rite News Bulletin, but 
where it is noted that excerpts have been made from other publications, proper credit should be given. A marked 
copy would be appreciated when our material is used. 

Freemasonry has ever been the friend and supporter of constitutional government. Fourteen of the Presidents 
of the United States have been Masons, and the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States were largely formulated by Masons. Freemasonry seeks to inculcate and deepen a sense of duty and re¬ 
sponsibility in a patriotic citizenry and, as a primary consideration, the Supreme Council desires to stimulate an 
earnest and intelligent interest in public education as fundamental to patriotism. 


The Supreme Council Favors: 

1. The American public school, nonpartisan, nonssctarian, efficient, democratic, for all of the children 
of all the people. 


2. The inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order, and undying loyalty to the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 

3. The compulsory use of English as the language of instruction in the grammar grades of our public 
schools. 

4. Adequate provision in the American public schools for the education of the alien populations in 
the principles of American institutions and ideals of citizenship. 

5. The entire separation of Church and State, and opposition to every attempt to appropriate public 
moneys—federal, state or local—directly or indirectly, for the support of sectarian or private in¬ 
stitutions. 






















